
 

 

 University Heights Association, Inc.  
Dear New Neighbor, 

Welcome to University Heights!  We are glad you have chosen your new home in our 
neighborhood and we hope you will be a part of our community for many years! This 
packet of information is one of the many services provided by the University Heights 
Association.  This information is also available online at  
http://universityheightsonline.org.  The association is an organization of families who 
are interested in taking an active role in the development and strength of the 
neighborhood.   Membership in the association is open to all residents of University 
Heights and gives you a say in the activities and developments taking place in our 
community. 

The Association keeps you informed of activities in and around University Heights 
through its online newsletter Fence Talk.  Fence Talk can be delivered in paper format 
to those without access to email. In addition, the association sponsors several annual 
events.  A social highlight of the calendar is the Annual Picnic in early fall.  In 
December, we celebrate the Winter Solstice with a Luminaria Display and Progressive 
Dinner. In early spring, the association holds its Annual Meeting for the election of 
board members and discussion of matters of interest and concern to residents.  Ten 
monthly board meetings are held at the homes of various board members.  Notice of 
the time and place of these meetings is posted at the entrances of our subdivision. All 
residents are welcome to attend board meetings to share your interests and ideas with 
your neighbors. A list of current officers and board members can be found online at 
http://universityheightsonline.org.    

When you purchased your home in University Heights, you probably learned that the 
subdivision has a Board of Trustees in accordance with the provisions of the 
subdivision’s 1904 Trust Indenture.  The Board of Trustees, consisting of three 
persons, is the legal authority for maintaining University Heights as a private 
subdivision.  The trustees are unpaid volunteers elected by the subdivision as a whole.  
Trustees are responsible for maintaining our private streets and the character of the 
subdivision.  The annual trustee’s assessment, as authorized in the trust indenture, is 
the source of the revenue used to maintain streets and provide other services.   

The University Heights Association works with the trustees to maintain the high quality 
of services in the neighborhood.  The association is financed by annual membership 
dues.  No part of the trustee assessment goes to the association.  We need your 
participation to continue to serve our community.  Your interest and involvement in the 



 

 

University Heights Association is of benefit to you and your neighbors.  A membership 
form is included in this packet.  We hope you will join us. 

Sincerely, 

The University Heights Association 



 

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION 

 The University Heights Association is a voluntary organization of residents.  Dues are 
$20 per year per household and are collected in the spring.  According to the Bylaws:  
“The purpose of the association is to enable residents of the neighborhood to organize 
the particular events, services, and activities of the neighborhood and to maintain the 
amenities that make University Heights Subdivision #1, a National Historic District, a 
desirable place to live.”   The association is responsible for: 

· The neighborhood website:  http://universityheightsonline.org 

· Fence Talk, the online neighborhood newsletter 

· The online Neighborhood Directory of residents (available to residents 
only) 

· The hanging flowerpots on the lamp posts 

· The flower bed at the Lewis Park Entrance Marker 

· The Trustee Intern Program, which trains prospective new trustees  

· Organizing several annual events, as detailed below 

· Organizing occasional events in Central Park (the vacant lot at the corner 
of Radcliffe and Columbia) 

· Posting meeting notices and other important information on two signs 
which hang on the two entrance lamp posts 

 

ONLINE ACCESS 

 To access neighborhood information, please visit the website at 
www.universityheightsonline.org. Once online, go to the login/register tab under 
“Neighborhood Information.”  You will be asked to fill out a user name and password, 
which will then be turned over to our Webmaster for approval.  Once your username 
and password are approved, you can access the neighborhood directory and gate code 
through the appropriate tab on the website. For more information on the gate code, 
please see the  section on the trustees 

NEIGHBORHOOD DIRECTORY 

There is an online directory available to residents who have registered as above.  The 
directory will also be available as a pdf file, ready for printing at your convenience. 



 

 

 

 

ANNUAL EVENTS 

The University Heights Association sponsors several regular events throughout the 
year.  They include: 

THE ANNUAL MEETING:  One Sunday afternoon in late winter or early spring, an 
annual meeting of the association is held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the 
trustees at  the University City Public Library (6701 Delmar).  The meeting is chaired by 
the President of the association.  The trustees present their annual report; often the 
Mayor and/or City Council members speak, items of general concern and interest are 
discussed, and new association board members are elected.  Dues may be paid at this 
meeting.  And delicious homemade refreshments are available.  All residents are 
welcome. 

MEMORIAL DAY RUN FUN RUNS:  For almost 40 years, there has been an annual 
University City Run the morning of Memorial Day.  In addition to 5 and 10 K events, 
there are two fun runs for children and their parents.  These Fun Runs are held on our 
subdivision’s streets.  They begin around 9 AM.  For about 45 minutes, the streets are 
closed to traffic to assure the safety of the participants.  It’s a wonderful event whose 
proceeds benefit four University City non-profit organizations.  If you have kids, plan 
to participate.  If you don’t, cheer them on from the sidelines!   

THE NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE:  On a chosen Saturday morning in spring or fall, 
the association sponsors and advertises a neighborhood- wide Garage Sale.  If you 
have items you no longer need, all you need to do is price them and set them out for a 
sale.   

THE NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC:  The annual neighborhood picnic is held on a Sunday 
afternoon in September at Lewis Park.  Grills are provided, as well as soft drinks and 
beer.   Bring your own main course, utensils, and a side dish or dessert to share.  
There is usually live music.  It’s a great way to get to know your neighbors! 

HALLOWEEN:  Halloween is a special holiday in University Heights.  From 6 – 8 PM, 
scores of costumed children roam the neighborhood for an old-fashioned trick-or-
treat evening.   If you want to be visited, turn on your porch light and light your 
pumpkins.  A neighborhood tradition is to demand a joke before handing out a treat – 
you’ll hear some really old jokes that night as well as clever new ones.  During the 
evening, association members also roam the neighborhood and hand out Great 
Pumpkin Awards for particularly good Halloween displays.  Lights and pumpkins are 
turned off promptly at 8 PM – and if you aren’t home or don’t wish to participate, 
simply leave your porch light off that evening. 



 

 

LUMINARIA NIGHT:  For more than thirty years, the neighborhood has held a 
Luminaria display on a Sunday evening near the Winter Solstice.  Association board 
members sell sets of luminaria, consisting of white paper bags, candles, and sand, that 
weekend.  .  At dusk, the candles are lit.  It is a lovely to see the curving streets of our 
neighborhood outlined in glowing candlelight.   

THE PROGRESSIVE DINNER:  To take advantage of the beauty of Luminaria Night, the 
association also sponsors a three-course Progressive Dinner on the same evening.  
Volunteer neighbors host small groups of participants for an appetizer or soup and 
salad course at their individual homes, then all adult participants gather at a single 
large venue for dessert.   

Additional events such as soccer games and movie nights are occasionally held at 
“Central Park.”  Watch for signs advertising annual and occasional events on the 
entrance lamp posts.   

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY 

University Heights has the feel of a small village.  Our quiet limited-access streets 
encourage walking and bike riding.  Parents with strollers and toddlers make circuits of 
the neighborhood and meet others similarly occupied.   This is part of the charm of 
living here.  However, safety is the responsibility of all of us, whether we’re driving, 
walking, or biking.  Drivers must observe stop signs and the 20 mph speed limit – and 
slow down even more when children and pedestrians are present.  It is very easy to 
pick up extra speed on the long downhill stretches of several of our streets.  Bikers, 
skateboarders, and those on rollerblades should wear helmets and be alert to vehicular 
traffic.  Parents should teach their children good street safety habits.   

And even small villages have crime. We are part of the larger urban area and not 
immune to problems.  Most of us know or recognize our neighbors and notice when 
something seems amiss.  Never hesitate to call the police if you are uneasy about 
something you observe or you see someone speeding.   Help us keep our 
neighborhood safe and pleasant for all by being an active member of the community. 



 

 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND CITY SERVICES 

Services to the neighborhood are provided by Public Utilities, such as gas, water, 
sewer and electric; by the City of University City, including regular trash and yard 
waste removal, as well as special trash collections; and by the trustees, who maintain 
our private streets, sidewalks, and ornamental lights.  So who is in charge of what, and 
who do you contact when you have a problem, concern, or question? 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

ELECTRICITY 

Ameren maintains the street lights located in the tree lawn (but not the ornamental 
ones in the street intersections, for which see “Trustees”).  Report problems to Ameren, 
giving them the number which is on the pole or the address where the pole is located.  
They also own a right of way along the power lines and periodically prune the trees 
there.   If you lose power, report the outage and track the expected time frame for its 
resolution on www.ameren.com or call 800-552-7583.   

GAS 

Laclede Gas maintains the natural gas lines and connections in the St. Louis area.  If 
you smell gas, don’t hesitate to give them a call – better safe than sorry.  Any time, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, call (314) 342-0800. If busy, please call (314) 621-
6960 (Toll free: 1-800-887-4173).   

WATER 

Water service is provided by the Missouri American Water.  
http://www.amwater.com/moaw/ Customer Service: 866.430.0820 or 
infomo@amwater.com 

SEWERS 

The Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) handles sewer problems.  
http://www.stlmsd.com/home 

They maintain the storm sewers.  Rainwater drains from the streets into big inlets in 
the curbs.  Should the inlet near your home clog and cause standing water in your 
street, report the problem to MSD, (314) 768-6260.  They also maintain the sanitary 
sewers from your home.  The pipe that carries waste from your home enters your 
“sewer lateral” pipe under your front lawn and connects to the main sewer pipe near 
the center of the street.  The main sewer line belongs to MSD; however, if your sewer 



 

 

lateral pipe becomes broken or clogged, it is your responsibility to repair it.  Clogs may 
be cleared by a plumber, but a broken lateral can be a big repair.  Fortunately, 
University City has a “sewer lateral repair program.”  The City’s sewer lateral repair 
program will pay a large portion of the cost to repair or replace the sewer lateral.   If 
you have a problem with a broken sewer lateral, call the City, 314-862-6767, before 
you hire a plumber, to be sure the plumber is a part of the repair payment program.  
Damaged or blocked pipes located inside your home are not covered under this 
program.   



 

 

 

 

CITY SERVICES 

More information of City services, as well as a wealth of other information about our 
City, can be found on the City’s website:  www.ucitymo.org. 

TRASH REMOVAL, RECYCLING, AND YARD WASTE DISPOSAL 

Trash and recycling containers, as well as plant materials for composting, are collected 
on Monday, except for Monday holidays, when they will be collected on Tuesday.  Put 
the rolling containers on the street edge, with the wheels to the curb, no earlier than 
the night before.   Larger containers are available for temporary needs for a fee from 
the city.  If your trash or recycling container is damaged, contact the City for repair or 
replacement. 

The rules for these three different types of collections should be reviewed on the city 
website.  The plant materials (yard waste) must be put in recycling paper bags, 
available at many stores. The paper bags must have a City sticker on them.  Stickers 
can be purchased at City Hall, at Schnucks, and at Walgreens. Brush and sticks, no 
thicker than 3 inches, may be tied and bundled in bunches no longer than 4 feet long 
and 2 feet wide.  They will be picked up for free.  From October 15th through December 
31, you may put out paper bags of yard waste without a sticker. 

In addition, the City collects leaves from the gutters several times per year, twice in the 
fall and once in the spring.  The dates are listed in the City website and a sign will be 
posted at the subdivision entrances prior to the collection.  Rake leaves into the 
gutters only on the weekend before our scheduled pickup.     

Compost from recycled leaves, as well as wood chips from trees removed by the City 
and Christmas tree recycling, are available free of charge at Heman Park.  Christmas 
trees are collected at curbside for free in January. 

BULKY ITEM REMOVAL (aka “BIG TRASH DAY”) 

The City collects large household trash twice annually in each neighborhood, once in 
the spring and once in the fall.  The rules are, again, on the City’s web site as are the 
dates for our subdivision. The date will also be posted at the entrance to the 
subdivision. 

CONSTRUCTION PERMITS 

Whenever you construct any structure outside of your existing walls, or do significant 
work, such as major plumbing and wiring, inside your home, the City must be 
consulted as to whether or not you need  a building permit.  These permits help keep 



 

 

the homeowners safe and assure that you are adhering to neighborhood rules.  If you 
install a fence, hot tub, pool, deck, porch, addition, garage, garden shed or other 
structure, you must check with the City.  If you need a building permit, complete the 
City forms, many of which can be found online, 
http://www.ucitymo.org/index.aspx?NID=560. .   Before you submit them to the City, 
arrange for any one of the trustees to review them and approve them.  The City will not 
act on them until they are signed by a trustee.  

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 

For any disturbance or issue that you feel requires police attention, please contact the 
University City Police at the Non-Emergency number, 725-2211. 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
    Elementary School    Flynn Park                 7220 Waterman    314-290-4421 
    Middle School            Brittany Woods        8125 Groby            314-290-4280 
    High School                U City High School    7401 Balson        314-290-4100 
 
LIBRARY  
6701 Delmar Blvd        www.ucpl.lib.mo.us        314-727-3150 
Storytimes and other children's activities are available throughout the year.  The Library 
houses an excellent collection of books, periodicals, DVDs, CDs, audiobooks and 
online resources.  Bring your driver’s license and proof of local address (if different 
from that on your license) to apply for your free borrower’s card. 

 
CENTENNIAL COMMONS 
7210 Olive Blvd        314-505-8625 
A multi-purpose activity center with recreation and fitness facilities.  Heman Park pool 
(on site) is open Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
 
CITY HALL 
6801 Delmar Blvd    www.ucitymo.com  314-862-6767 

Occupancy Permits    314-505-8500  
Anyone moving into University City must obtain an occupancy permit to ensure that 
the dwelling has been inspected and is safe for occupancy.     
Pet Licenses            314-505-8544 
 
POST OFFICE      
561 Kingsland Ave    www.usps.com 
 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY SERVICES            www.stlouisco.com 

Department of Revenue- Collection Division     



 

 

41 S. Central Ave, Clayton, MO 63105            314-615-5500 

Handles property tax, personal property tax, and tax waivers. 

 
 DRIVERS LICENSE AND CAR REGISTRATION 
Clayton License Office        7638 Forsyth Blvd Clayton, MO 63105        (314) 863-5331 
 



 

 

 

 

TRUSTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 

The University Heights Subdivision No. 1 Trustees are responsible for: 

• The maintenance of subdivision streets, sidewalks, curbs, and driveway aprons. 

• Snow removal and salting of the streets.  For the best service, park your car off 
the street prior to the storm.  If you must park on the street, after the first 
plowing has gone by, move your car to another street location, so the plow can 
remove the snow from your old spot.   Sidewalks are not plowed by the 
subdivision.  They are the responsibility of the homeowner. 

• The ornamental lights in the intersections. 

• Signs (metal street signs, stop signs, and the entry marker in Lewis Park) 

• Trees growing in the tree lawn 

• Central Park, the vacant lot at the corner of Columbia and Radcliffe.  This is 
available for community play. It is a part of the common ground of the 
subdivision. 

• Bridge Park, at the foot of Harvard and Dartmouth, (also common ground), is 
mostly used as a passageway to Vernon and Kingsland.  There is a locked gate.  
See below for instructions on receiving the gate code. 

Basically, with the exception of the utilities, everything between the edge of your front 
lawn next to the sidewalk and the edge of the front lawn across the street is 
maintained by the trustees and owned by the subdivision.  The trustees employ 
maintenance people to maintain these streets, sidewalks and trees.  The trustees 
request that you mow and maintain the tree lawn in front of your home, as well as 
water the trees there.   Please call the tree trustee if subdivision trees need pruning or 
other attention.  Do not do it yourself. 

You pay an annual assessment for the maintenance of these properties, based on the 
front footage of your property.  It is a required fee and due by December 31 of each 
year.  Late payments are subject to interest and missed payments become a lien 
against your property.  If you are having trouble paying these assessments, call the 
proper trustee to set up a payment plan.   

LOCKED GATE  
At the foot of Dartmouth and Harvard, at Bridge Park, there is a little footbridge, path 
and a push button lock on a chain-link gate which opens to a mini-mall at the corner 



 

 

of Vernon and Kingsland.  All residents are entitled to know the code.  After you 
register on the website, you will  have access to the lock code.  We do change the code 
occasionally.  Be sure the webmaster has your current email address so we can notify 
you when we do change it.  We do not want our residents locked in or out at any time.  
Keep this code confidential and make sure the gate is kept locked at all times.  If you 
find the lock difficult to work, notify the trustees.   
The University Heights Subdivision No. 1, Trustees  
Mark Harvey, markcharvey@sbcglobal.net, 314 398-7485 

Morton Hyman, m.d.hyman@sbcglobal.net, 314 727-2250 

Eileen Pheiffer, epheiffer@sbcglobal.net, 314-725-7020 (Office), 314 708 0448 (cell), 
314-725-7348 (fax)  

 

For damaged or burnt out ornamental lights and for tree issues, contact Mark Harvey. 

For problems with the gate/lock contact Morton Hyman. 

For Annual Assessments and real estate closings contact Eileen Phieffer. 

 



 

 

 

 

A HISTORY OF THE FOUNDING OF UNIVERSITY 
HEIGHTS #1 

 
University Heights #1 has a colorful history stretching 

back to the beginning of the twentieth century.  The story 
begins with its founder, and the founder of University City, 
Edward Gardner Lewis. Born in Connecticut in 1869, Lewis 
was a consummate promoter and salesman.  In his early years 
he sold everything from watches to patent medicines and 
household products.  Arriving in St. Louis, by 1899 he had 
discovered that there was more money to be made in selling 
advertising space for these products than in selling the 
products themselves so he became a magazine publisher. His 
market was women, and primarily women in small towns and 

rural areas.  By 1904 the circulation of his Woman's Magazine and Woman's Farm 
Journal had grown to nearly 2 million readers  Through his magazines, subscribers 
could enjoy short stories; purchase a wide range of 
consumer products; and find tips on caring for their 
homes, children, pets, gardens, farm animals, and 
poultry.  They could read about America's great 
institutions, and see photographs of other countries and 
other cultures.  These periodicals, and other subsequent 
Lewis publications, also became a vehicle to develop his 
new community, which he called “University City,” as well 
as to promote other ventures.   

Realizing that St. Louis could grow only westward, 
in 1902 Lewis purchased 85 acres just northwest of the 
construction site in Forest Park for the Louisiana 
Purchase Exhibition, popularly known as the 1904 St. 
Louis World's Fair. This first land purchase became the nucleus for University City and 

University Heights #1.  In 1903, with 
his 

publishing operation outgrowing its 
downtown St. Louis location, he began 
the construction of a new Lewis 
Publishing Company headquarters and 

Edward Gardner Lewis 

Building the Woman’s Magazine 
Building, spring, 1904 



 

 

Press Annex on this site.  We know the headquarters building as the University City 
City Hall, which it became in 1930, and the Press Annex has housed the Fire and Police 
Departments.  

Lewis envisioned the remaining acreage as becoming the first subdivision, 
University Heights #1, in “A City Beautiful.”  In 1903, Lewis employed an expert to 
survey the property to provide him with full measurements, elevations, and 
topographical features.  He then used this survey to construct a wax model of the 
landscape and to lay out the curving maze of streets we know today.  Using little 
tubes, he checked the dimensions for sewers and created mini-rainfalls with a 
sprinkler system to check drainage.  The streets were laid out so as to hug the 
contours of the undulating landscape.  The subdivision would be a planned 
community, an exclusive “Residence Park.”  The lots were drawn in several sizes, with 
the larger lots at the top of the hillside, near his new headquarters.  In addition, to 
maintain a standard of design and structural integrity, a certain minimum sum was 
required to erect a home on each lot size in order.  The more expensive homes were to 
be located on the crown of the slope, while less expensive and smaller ones were 
allowed downhill.  The range of lot sizes allowed great diversity of architectural styles 
of the homes in University Heights, while the varying shapes of the lots, a result of the 
winding streets, also influenced what type of home that could be erected to fit the 
space.  Only Dartmouth and Princeton offer relatively straight views down the street.  
The winding inner streets, which sometimes confuse long-time residents as well as 
visitors, offer ever-changing vistas that contribute greatly to the character of the 
neighborhood.  Lewis’s plan was almost certainly influenced by the design theories of 
the famous landscape engineers of Olmsted Associates, who were then working on the 
nearby Washington University Campus.  He later retained that firm to lay out the street 
design of Atascadero, California, the other planned community he developed after 
leaving St. Louis.  However, there is no documentary proof that Olmsted Associates 
helped to plan University Heights #1. 

With the World’s Fair opening soon, Lewis wanted people to take notice of his 
new venture and to buy property in new subdivision.  Thus he developed Camp Lewis, 
a tent city built on both sides of what is now Princeton.  To subscribers to his 
publications, it offered reasonably-priced lodging in small tents with board floors, 
electric lights, and comfortable beds.  A dining tent for meals, a hospital, a 
barbershop, a nursery, and transportation to and from the Fair were also provided.  At 
least 80,000 people visited University Heights that summer and fall of 1904.  They 
were especially attracted at night, when Lewis turned on the giant searchlight atop the 
135 foot octagonal tower of his headquarters and swept the fairgrounds with it.  This 
carbon-arc searchlight is still used on special occasions today.  

University City was incorporated in 1906.   E. G. Lewis served as its first mayor, 
and again for two more successive terms.  In 1907 the United States Postal Service 
denied use of 2nd class mailing privileges for Lewis’s Woman's Magazine and the 
Woman's Farm Journal, claiming that the magazines were primarily advertising.  Lewis 
fought back, but during the intervening months he lost many of his subscribers.  When 



 

 

publication resumed in 1908, he 
announced the formation of the American 

Woman's League.  This was to be a subscription gathering organization.  Instead of 
paying individuals a percentage of the subscription price to sell magazines, as was the 
common practice at the time, the percentage would go to the League.  Women selling 
enough subscriptions would become members of the League and be eligible for 
benefits of membership.  These benefits included unlimited use of the League’s 
correspondence school; the People's University and its Art Academy; the Woman’s 
National Exchange, which provided an outlet for goods produced by the women; a 
Postal Lending Library; and even an orphanage for children of deceased members and 
a retreat for the destitute and elderly.   A reported 700 local chapters of the League 
were organized across the country.  Chapters meeting certain membership 
requirements could earn chapter houses, built for them at League expense.  Five of 
these Arts and Crafts style chapter houses were built in Missouri.  In the spring of 
1911, a parallel organization emerged, developed at the urging of the League 
members.  The purpose of the American Woman's Republic was to provide women with 
an understanding of working government so that they would be prepared when 
suffrage was granted.  

When Lewis was forced into bankruptcy at the end of 1911 and the League 
foundered under mis-management and financial difficulties, the American Woman's 
Republic became the surviving organization.  In 1912, its first convention was held, 
and the Declaration of the American Woman's Republic and the Constitution were 
adopted. University City was the capital.  
Around 1913, Lewis left the area for 
California, where he founded another 
visionary city, Atascadero.  This venture, too, 
ended in legal problems which ultimately 
resulted in Lewis serving time in federal 
prison.  He died in 1950.  

And what became of University Heights 
#1 during this eventful time?  The oldest 
homes were built during this period, many by 
associates in Lewis’s various business 
ventures.  Lewis built his own home at the 
northwest corner of Yale and Delmar.  The lot 
was swampy and contained a large spring, 
which he turned into an asset by diverting it 
into a pond at the rear of his property.  His 
three-story Tudor style home was erected on 
the site and included formal gardens, a stable, several fountains, a greenhouse, and a 
marble swimming pool.  The Lewis house burned years later and the majority of the 
site is now part of Lewis Park.  The Tudor style house at 700 Yale was completed in 
1905 and sold to James F. Coyle, who was a director of Lewis’s Peoples’ United States 

By 1905, University Heights #1 had been laid 
out, utilities installed, street trees planted, and 
houses were under construction. Princeton 
Avenue is the curved street on the left, Harvard 
Avenue is in the foreground and Cornell Avenue 
parallels Princeton. 

 Drawing of “Camp Lewis” and the Searchlight 
with the 1904 World’s Fair in background 



 

 

Bank, the Lewis Publishing Company, and the 
People’s Savings and Trust Company.  Herbert 
C. Chivers, who designed the Woman's 
Magazine Building, now City Hall, designed 6975 Cornell (built 1906) which was 
purchased by Frank J. Cabot, Secretary of the People’s United States Bank and the Lewis 
Publishing Company.  He also served on the first Board of Alderman of the fledgling 
city.  Number 15 Princeton, show below, was built in 1906, almost totally destroyed by 
fire in 2006, and reconstructed in 2008.  It was originally owned by F. V. Putnam, who 
was Cashier of the People’s United States Bank and Treasurer of the University Heights 
Realty and Development Company as well as the Lewis Publishing Company.  Mr. 
Putnam served as both an Alderman and as City Clerk and Street Commissioner.  The 
noted architectural firm of Eames and Young, who designed the pylons that support 
the Lion Gates, completed Number 1 Yale (now 600) for E. G. Lewis’s brother, John, in 
1909.  John Lewis was Trust Officer for the People’s Savings Trust Company, Vice-
President of the University Heights Realty and Development Company, and City 
Attorney.  But other lots remained undeveloped.  In April 1910, during Lewis’s 
continuing financial difficulties, many of the remaining lots were sold at auction.   

University City, and University Heights #1, continued to grow and thrive after 
Lewis and many of his business associates departed for California, but his vision in 
many ways continues. University Heights #1 remains a cohesive and vibrant 
neighborhood with a strong sense of identity. Its active neighborhood association has 
flourished for decades.   In 1981, it was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, joining the City’s Civic Plaza, which centers around City Hall, on the Register.  
This initiative was undertaken by a group of neighbors seeking to protect the 
neighborhood’s heritage.  The complete survey supporting the nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places is available in the University City Public Library’s 
archives, and information on many individual houses can be researched there with the 
help of the library’s reference staff.   A rich collection of historical photographs and 
documents is also available on the library’s website at http://history.ucpl.lib.mo.us/.   
The majority of the photographs date from Lewis’s tenure, and many are of University 
Heights #1. Photographs used in this brief history are drawn from that digitized 

collection.   

Chapter Presidents arrived in University City on June 
9, 1910 for the American Woman's League 
Convention. 

House at 6975 Cornell nearing completion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Form  
2016-2017 
University Heights Association, Inc. 
http://universityheightsonline.com 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________Phone___________________________ 
 
We will collect your other information on the Directory Information Sheet. 
 
Annual Membership for March 2016 to Feb. 2017  $         20 
 
Contribution to help support neighborhood activities  $________ 
 
Total Submitted       $________ 
 
Please make your check payable to University Heights Association, Inc. (a non-profit 
corporation) 
 
Mail or drop off to:   Mary Ann Gaston 
     780 Harvard Avenue 
     University City, MO  63130 
     725-7860 



 

 

 

 



 

 

University Heights Association  Neighborhood Directory Information Sheet 
    
 
The neighborhood directory is maintained and published by the University Heights 
Association (also called UHA or the association) for resident only use.  All names and 
phone numbers that you include here will be included in the password protected 
directory on the website www.universityheightsonline.org. If you do not wish your 
information printed, please indicate this below. 

All e-mail addresses provided here will be added to the private e- mail list used by the 
UHA to send the newsletter Fence Talk and to send out timely, important information.  
They will not be published in the directory. 

Please send this to the webmaster at http://universityheightsonline.org  or send or 
take it to the treasurer of the University Heights Association. 

Address:_____________________________________________________Home  
phone:_________________________________________ 

 
 

Please do not publish my: (Circle your choices)         Name              Phone(s) 
We will insert “Resident” beside your address if you chose to omit your name. 
 
Adults in the household (over 18 and who have given permission to use their 
information) 

First Name Last Name Cell Phone Email 
    

    

    

    

 
 

Kids in the household (under 18) 

First Name Last Name 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

 


