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For well over three decades, U. Heights has had an 
annual luminaria display. As the solstice approaches 
and the winter dark sets in, the twinkling lights of 
the luminaria are a cheering sight. The annual 
Progressive Party is also on luminaria evening, to be 
held this year on Sunday, December 18. Residents 
stroll through our illuminated neighborhood and 
enjoy wine and appetizers at two homes in small 
groups before all coming together for dessert at City 
Hall. The Progressive Party is a wonderful way to 
meet neighbors and connect with old friends. 
Here’s the schedule for the evening of Sunday, 
December 18. 

5:30 – 6:30 PM:  Visit the first home 
6:45 – 7:45 PM: Visit the second home 
8 – 9 PM:  Dessert at City Hall (first floor) 

We need hosts to open their homes for the first two 
courses. The hosts provide some of the food and 
drink, but guests are also assigned to bring a 
contribution to one of the three courses. 
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The Association will provide some wine to the host 
houses. Guests are also welcome to bring a bottle of 
wine along with their appetizer or dessert. Please 
sign up by Monday, December 12 if you plan to 
participate. Both hosts and guests should reply 
directly to Linda Ballard, linda.ballard@gmail.com 
who is keeping track of the reservations. She will 
acknowledge your email within a couple of days – if 
you don’t hear from her, please resend your email or 
give her a call (314-863-8697) to be sure she has 
received your information.  
From HOSTS, we need the following information:   

• Your name, email address, street address 
and telephone number 

• The number of guests you can accommodate 
and whether or not children are welcome 

• Since hosts will also be guests for one of the 
courses and dessert, how many will be 
attending 

From GUESTS we need the following 
information:   
• Your name, how many people are   

attending, and how many are children 
• Your email address and telephone number 

Couples, and their children, will be assigned 
together, but everyone else is assigned randomly. If 
you want to attend with a neighborhood friend, 
that’s fine, but we aren’t able to keep a large group 
of friends together or include people from outside 
the neighborhood unless they are your visitors from 
out of town. 
 
By Friday before the dinner, you will receive an 
email with the addresses of the two homes you will 
visit.  You will be assigned to bring an appetizer 
course to one of the homes or a dessert to City Hall.   
Let Linda Ballard know if you haven’t received an 
email by Saturday morning, December 17. If you 
sign up and for some reason aren’t able to attend,  

(continued on page two) 
 

Luminaria for sale 
Buy early, buy often 

To welcome winter and brighten one of the longest 
nights of the year, U. Heights residents line our 
sidewalks with traditional luminaria and invite 
friends to take a winter stroll to enjoy our 
neighborhood on Sunday, December 18.  
Luminaria kits will be on sale from 12-4 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Prices are: 5 for $5; 10 for $7; 
15 for $10 and 25 for $15. You may purchase your 
kits at the 700 Yale Ave, the home of Jackie 
Grosklos and Dean Todd.  
 
This is what you get: a paper bag, sand and a candle. 
For safety, always use the sand for stability and turn 
down the top of the bag to form a cuff. If the 
weather becomes windy, extinguish your luminaria 
(we had a little incident last year) and put in the 
garbage for pick up on Monday. To sell luminaria, 
contact Diane Davenport at 314-863-5961. 

Progressive Party, luminaria brighten December 
U. Heights residents celebrate the Solstice 
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(continued from page one) 

Progressive Party 

It’s leaf sucking time 
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The last leaf collection for our area is scheduled for December 12-16. Most likely 
our leaves will be picked up on Monday, December 12. Here are the rules. Rake your 
leaves into the street ONLY on the weekend before collection. There are plenty of 
reasons for this. Sewers, to begin with. Our sewers are beyond elderly. The longer 
the leaves are in piles on the street, the more opportunity they have to invade our 
sewers. Next, courtesy. Talk to your neighbors at the end of the streets. When residents rake leaves into the 
street early, those leaves travel downhill during rains and end up at your neighbor’s doorstep.  

(continued on page three) 
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The Police Station is now fully moved into its 
temporary facility on the former Delmar Harvard 
playground.  The City has installed an irrigation 
system along that property between the fence and 
the sidewalk.  Landscaping will be installed this 
week, including several Redbud trees in that area.  
 
The new landscaping will end at the Lewis Center 
portion of that strip because Washington University, 
the owner of that piece of property, has plans to do 
some digging along there in the next year or so to 
repair some sewer lines.  Once that is complete, 
more plantings will be added in that area. We have 
not received any information on where a new police 
station will be located. 
Lawsuit progressing 
We have made more progress with our lawsuit 
against University City and VRE, the development 
company owned by Henry Warshaw. For those of 
you who are new to our subdivision, the lawsuit is 
regarding the zoning of the Delmar Harvard 
playground property to allow it to be used for a large 
commercial parking lot without going through a 
rezoning process. We had the opportunity to depose 
several people with knowledge about the city’s 
actions and the development itself. We were able to 
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question them about their process and justifications 
for allowing 601 Trinity to be used as a commercial 
parking lot, among other things. We do not want to 
get into all the details of what we learned, because it 
affects our litigation strategy going forward, but all 
of the depositions were useful. 

Another development is that we have dismissed the 
University City School District from the lawsuit.  
After reviewing the land sale contracts and a 
cooperative conversation with the School District, 
we determined that there was no need at the moment 
to proceed against the School District. However, we 
would have the option of adding the School District 
back in at any point should circumstances change in 
some important way.  

Your annual assessment notices will be going out at 
the end of this month. The invoices are sent by email 
to avoid the costs of printing and postage. If you are 
receiving this FenceTalk in print only (versus by 
print and email), it means we do not have an email 
address for you. Please email Eileen at 
Eileen.pheiffer@gmail.com to get added to the 
neighborhood email listing. Your email will be used 
for neighborhood alerts/business only and is not 
shared.  

Update from your trustees 

Landscaping will be installed around the temporary police site; 
Progress is being made with our lawsuit against the City and VRE 
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please inform your host and Linda Ballard immediately. We hope to hear from everyone as soon as possible. If 
you are unable to tell us by Monday, December 14 that you want to participate, you may still attend the dessert 
course at City Hall, however, you will be expected to bring a dessert to share. We love homemade desserts! 
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Leaf sucking time 
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Don’t do this to your neighbors. Third reason, if the first two don’t grab you, how about money. The longer 
the leaves are in the street and go down our sewers, the more repair/replacement they need. That’s your money 
we’ll spend.  
 
Before the last leaf sucking collection, some residents raked leaves into the street more than a week in 
advance. Also tell your lawn service not to blow leaves into the street any time other than right before pick up. 
Thank you for your courteous cooperation and for protecting the safety of the men and women who have this 
most difficult job. 
 
Leave ‘em alone 
Here’s an even better idea. Mulch your leaves with a lawn mower and then leave the leaves alone. According 
to National Wildlife Federation Naturalist David Mizejewski, “Fallen leaves offer a double benefit. Leaves 
form a natural mulch that helps suppress weeds and fertilizes the soil as it breaks down. Why spend money on 
mulch and fertilizer when you can make your own?” And while it is at least partially true that excessive 
amounts of fallen leaves can smother areas of a lawn when they're left in thick piles all winter, leaving the 
leaves on the ground as mulch can be an effective method of building soil and supporting a healthy yard. 

Fallen leaves, as an additional physical layer of organic materials above ground, provide food, shelter, and 
nesting or bedding materials to a variety of wildlife, as well as overwintering protection for a number of 
insects, all of which work together to contribute to a healthy yard. The soil itself is also a beneficiary of this 
autumnal gift of fallen leaves, as the leaves are essentially composted over time into nutrients that feed both 
the next year's 'crop' of grass, but which also feed a vast number of microbes in the soil, which are actually the 
most important 'crop' you can grow, considering that all plant life in your yard depends on a healthy soil. 

Excellent tree management makes a beautiful U. Heights neighborhood 
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It's fall, and a great time to pay attention to the 
beautiful trees in our subdivision. The trees that 
inhabit the tree lawn – that strip of land between the 
sidewalk and the street – belong to the subdivision. 
The trustees are responsible for their care, with the 
help and co-operation of the residents. 
 
Droege Tree Care takes care of our trees: planting, 
pruning, treatment for some special conditions, and 
some removals. This year in early spring, 46 new 
trees were planted on the tree lawns, 24 different 
varieties. We concentrate on a large variety, and 
plant natives whenever possible. Choice of tree 
depends on location, suitability for the space, and 
availability. All of the young trees that were planted 
this spring survived, thanks to sufficient rainfall and 
the co-operation of homeowners. 
 
PLEASE water the trees during times of low rainfall, 
especially the newly planted ones, which still have 
small root systems. It's almost impossible to 
overwater them, they need at least an inch of water a 
week, but they are happy with more. The Gator bags 
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that are around some of the new plantings will be 
removed soon to allow the trunks some breathing 
space through the winter. 
It's very important to keep lawnmowers and string 
trimmers away from all trees, as they can damage 
the bark and leave it open to disease. If mulching, 
keep the mulch a few inches away from the base of 
the tree. 
Emerald Ash Borer 
The emerald ash borer is now moving through the 
St. Louis area; this insect destroys all ash trees in its 
path. We have been proactive in dealing with it. All 
of the small ash trees have been removed. The 
large, significant ashes are being treated on a two-
year cycle, if they are healthy and not already 
infected. The remaining ashes will be removed 
gradually over a three-year period. Just two years 
ago there were close to fifty ashes on our tree lawns, 
soon there will only be the 15 that are being treated. 
If you have ash trees on your own property, be  
aware that you need to think about how you will deal 
with them. Coming up, there will be more removals  

   (continued on page four) 
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Fall events 
U. Heights neighbors filled Lewis Park in 
September for our annual picnic. We enjoyed Urban 
Chestnut beer, donated by Dave Wolfe and Tyler 
Stallings (many thanks!), rocked out to the ever-
popular Cosmic Cowboys and captured Pokemons 
(thanks to John Vandersall). Food and friendship 
were punctuated by a gorgeous rainbow arcing 
overhead. 
 
Bargain hunters flocked to the neighborhood yard 
sale in September. Kudos to Mary Adams for 
reviving this popular event. Halloween brought the 
Great Pumpkin to hand out awards on each street. 
Thanks to the U. Heights Association Board and 
other volunteers who helped organize these events! 

Jeremy brings smooth jazz to the 
Bistro 
University Heights can claim four musicians who 
are currently playing on world stages. Marty Ehrlich 
(Radcliffe), Peter Martin (Columbia), Jeremy 
Davenport (Yale) and Neal Cain (Radcliffe) all play 
jazz and all graduated from University City High 
School, classes of 1971, 1987, 1988 and 1991.  
 
This month we are highlighting one of them, 
trumpeter/singer Jeremy Davenport. He plays his 
annual Thanksgiving weekend show on Friday, 
November 25 and Saturday, November 26, at Jazz 
At The Bistro on Washington Avenue in mid-town. 
Shows are 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. both nights. For 
tickets call the box office at 314-571-6000. 
 
These concerts are always a homecoming for current 
and former U. Heights residents. And Jeremy has a 
story or two about growing up here with his parents 
Roger and Diane and sister Lora on Yale Avenue. 
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this winter, and more trees will be planted. Enjoy 
our trees, they occupy an important niche in our 
urban environment, even the stately sweet gums, 
which are beautiful natives and seem to be free of 
most diseases. Despite the hated gumballs, our 
subdivision would be a very different place without 
them. 

(continued from page three) 
Tree management, emerald ash borer 

Who We Are 
Trustees  
Eileen Pfeiffer  
725-7020 
eileen.pheiffer@gmail.com   
 
Mark Harvey 
398-7485 
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net 
 
Morton Hyman 
727-2250 
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com  

 
University Heights Neighborhood 
Assoc. 
Jim Patterson, president  
952-2242 
jimrpatterson@gmail.com 
 
Marilyn Cathcart, vice president 
862-2644 
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com4
 
Barbara Chicherio, secretary 
727-8554 
chicherio@aol.com  
 
Mary Ann Gaston, treasurer  
725-7860 
magaston780@aol.com 
 
New to the neighborhood? 
Contact Diane Davenport  
863-5961 
dianedavenport046@gmail.com 
 
Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1 
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.com/ 
 
University Heights #1 website 
http://universityheightsonline.com/ 
 
Neighborhood tree management 
Judy Harmon 
heyjude6984@att.net 

(in emergencies, cell is 314 863-6159) 
 

Fence Talk editor 
Myra Vandersall 
mvandersall@sbcglobal.net 
314-518-1451 

Update from your trustees 

Landscaping will be installed around police trailer site; 
more progress with our lawsuit 

 


