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U. Heightians prepare for garden lovers
Our big day to show off neighborhood gardens draws 

near. On Sunday, September 24, garden enthusiasts 
from around the region will attend U City in Bloom’s 2017 
Garden Tour in University Heights. We welcome visitors 
from 1-5 p.m. to enjoy 10 gardens chosen for the tour. 
Here are some helpful hints to make it a great day.
• Park your cars off the street after noon so that visitors 

have a place to park.
• Put garbage and yard bags out after 5 p.m.
• Be helpful. Garden tour attendees will have a program 

and map, but U. Heights is a challenge to navigate.  
Help visitors understand our streets.

Share information about our neighborhood and the advan-
tages of living here. We have many homes for sale, and 
this gives us an opportunity to show off our charming and 
family-friendly neighborhood.

Plein air artists will be in our neighborhood too, beginning 
around 8 a.m. Their work will be judged at 4 p.m. and on 
display in the City Hall rotunda. The art is available for 
sale. Ticket holders are invited to attend a reception at 5 
p.m. following the tour. Tickets are $15 in advance until 
September 20 and then $20. Some tickets will be available 
the day of the tour. To purchase in advance, contact U City 
In Bloom at ucityinbloom.org
As an added benefit, the Streets Department will sweep our 
streets the week before the tour. This is not “dump every-
thing in to the street” kind of event.  
Look down
Gnomes and fairies are participating in the garden tour in 
their own way. Look down as you walk the neighborhood
to see their fine displays. If your gnome or fairy wants to 
participate, contact Joy Gebhardt at joygebhardt@hotmail.
com. She’s organizing the otherworld.

Picnic with old friends and make new friends
The University Heights annual picnic is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 1, in Lewis Park. The Association will 
provide grills, beer courtesy of Urban Chestnut, plates, 
cutlery, napkins. You will also be serenaded by the Atomic 
Cowboys, our go-to band composed of some of the most 
talented musicians in the St. Louis area.
You provide a dish to share, something to throw on the grill 
and ambiance. Grills should be fired up and ready by 5 p.m. 
Your Association will also provide mobile comfort stations, 
AKA porta-potties. Picnic is 4 -7 p.m. Bring bug spray.
Bubbles and Popcorn
New this year will be soap bubbles to amuse 
just about everyone, and popcorn. The As-
sociation owns a popcorn popper used only 
twice. This slightly used popper will make 
it’s final appearance at the picnic. Do you 
need a popper? This one is for sale. You can 
make your bid at the welcome table. It will 
be thoroughly cleaned before it changes custody.  

Disperse, Disperse
Many of us have lived in U. Heights for a long time. We 
tend to congregate with people we know. It’s just more 
comfortable. However, we have so many new neighbors; 
this is a first-time event for them. Please consider sitting 
with someone you don’t know. It’s hard to join an estab-
lished group. Better yet, invite new neighbors and take 
them to the picnic. 
Are you willing to help? We still need residents to help 
with set-up and tear-down. Contact Association president 
Barb Chicherio at chicherio@aol.com or 727-8554.
Why our picnic is free
Residents who pay their annual Association dues help make 
events free for all. Recently Association treasurer Greg 
Phillips sent a letter to U. Heights residents who had not 
paid their annual dues, a nominal $20. The response was 
very positive. Among the advantages of U. Heights living, 
Greg noted the fall picnic is free and offers an opportunity 
to meet the new influx of neighbors who want to be a part 
of this subdivision. (continued on page three)



             2

FenceTalk September 2017
Some of the news some of the time

Marilyn Phillips, Head of Children’s Youth Services, still in the ‘hood

Those of you with young children or grandchildren may 
have noticed a change in personnel in the kids’ area at 

the U. City Library. University Heights resident Marilyn 
Phillips recently retired after 30 years as head of the Youth 
Services Department. During her extensive tenure in the 
children’s department, Marilyn planned summer reading 
programs, preschool programs, book clubs and teen 
volunteer programs. She built a strong collection of books, 
movies and music for children of all ages – from newborns 
leaving the hospital to teens leaving home for college.
Marilyn felt privileged to work in her home community, 
partner with the school district that educated her children, 
and promote the library with other city organizations. Of 
course, it took a team of passionate staff to help carry out 
this mission of providing the best books, services and 
information to children, teens, parents and teachers. They 
have been creative, knowledgeable, artistic and tech savvy. 
She has lived in U. Heights for more than 35 years with her 
husband, Greg. They raised three children, Cassie, Jenny 

and Alex, who all attended U. City schools: 
Delmar Harvard, McNair, Brittany Woods 
and the high school. She especially enjoyed 
walking her children to D-H on her way to 
the library. 
Is this retired librarian sitting around the 
house reading and organizing her collection 

of books? Yes, she still reads, although not nearly as much 
as she thought she would. She is still trying to grow readers 
-- spending a lot of time with two grandbabies, Hazel and 
Chris, and tending her plants. 
Perhaps you have seen her pulling weeds or hauling mulch 
in front of her house. She runs year round to train for the U 
City Memorial Day 10K Run, enjoys tennis at Heman Park 
and swims.
If you would like to see her garden, plan on attending the 
U. City in Bloom Garden Tour on Sunday, September 24. 
Her garden will be one of 10 on the tour and you can see 
how she has been enjoying her new leisure time.

U. Heights resident Agnes Wilcox approached life with respect and joy

When Agnes Wilcox walked into a room, the party 
started. And everyone wanted to be at Agnes’ party. 

Revered and celebrated by the creative theater crowd, 
honored by the arts community and especially respected 
by the prison population crowd, Agnes brought her enthu-
siasm, talent and love of the creative process to any group, 
regardless of social status.
While vacationing in Canada with her husband Bob, a 
theater critic, Agnes died unexpectedly on Monday, August 

28. She and Bob were longtime residents 
of U. Heights and live on Amherst. The 
St. Louis community reacted swiftly, 
accolades poring in to honor her mem-
ory, her work and to tell stories, lots of 
stories.
A major force in St. Louis theater and 
founder of The New Theater, her work 

brought her wide recognition. She received the 2015 St. 
Louis Theater Circle Award for her work, and the 2016 
Arts and Education Council of Greater St. Louis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
Most everything she did had an impact, especially the 
organization she founded in 1999, the Prison Performing 
Arts (PPA) program. Based on what some would consider a 
radical idea–bringing theater to prisons–the program drew 

national attention, especially when Ira Glass and NPR’s 
“This American Life” devoted an entire show to its pro-
duction of “Hamlet” at the Missouri Eastern Correctional 
Center in Pacific.
Hamlet? Shakespeare? In the prison system, where nothing 
is expected of the inmates? Agnes saw the redemptive val-
ue of theater and the path to help inmates explore their feel-
ings, work together as a group with a successful outcome. 
So, Hamlet, Act V it was. As she noted, that scene was 
chosen because it was perfect. Her actors had experienced 
murder, made bad decisions, dealt with guilt and resent-
ment and have been rogues.
On the other hand, she asked, how often can you stage a 
play about murder with actors who have personal experi-
ence with that crime? Or with a performer who feels that 
his bad decisions have reduced him to a “rogue and peasant 
slave”?
“They understand Shakespeare very well,” she said. Agnes 
retired from PPA in 2014. Thinking she had some extra 
time on her hands, she was asked to be a U. Heights Asso-
ciation board member. “Oh,” she said,” I don’t think Bob 
and I are retired quite enough yet.”
But, we still have her joy, love and respect for the human 
spirit. The party isn’t over yet.
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Welcome back Yale Ave. cartoonist Naomi Lebowitz and Bruno
U. Heights residents who remembered FenceTalk long ago enjoyed a certain dog’s perspective on life, the world and the 
neighborhood. That dog was Miss Marple, assisted by her human Naomi Lebowitz. Sadly, Miss Marple moved on but 
Bruno is the new dog in the neighborhood. He’s up to the task of commenting on our world today. Enjoy their musings in 
the current and future FenceTalks.

Picnic, Association dues advantages
(continued from page one)

Your Association hosts the December progressive dinner, 
coupled with our beautiful luminaria walk near the winter 
solstice. We manage the vacant lot for the enjoyment of 
young athletes, dog walkers, book readers and writers.
FenceTalk keeps you connected with all the events to 
enjoy and we host the annual meeting in February, a good 
time to meet your new neighbors and discuss the great 
aspects of this neighborhood and challenges too. 
We are in the process of updating the University Heights 
directory to make it easier to contact our neighbors. In the 
past the Association published a hard copy directory, but 
these updates will be available on our website only, with a 
password. 
You can sign up for the online directory and pay your 
dues at the picnic this year. So much to do, so much fun to 
anticipate. See you at the picnic…and the luminaria…and 
the progressive party…and the Great Pumpkin…

Our trees need your help
This spring we planted a variety of trees to enhance 
the neighborhood. They need your help. If you have a 
“baby” tree on the tree lawn in front 
of your house, please water it. Your 
tree may have a gator bag. These are 
used to water trees during hot and 
dry summer months, and into the 
fall months.
They can hold up to 20 gallons of 
water, are secured to the trunk of 
the tree and will release water slowly to the root ball over 
the course of 15-20 hours. This is convenient method of 
watering newly installed trees. If you notice the gator bag 
is empty, please add water.
Our trees work hard to provide shade, lower heating and 
cooling costs, suck in carbon dioxide and exhale oxygen 
so we breathe better, lowering our blood pressure and 
pulse so we too live longer. The beautiful canopy pro-
vides shelter for birds, bugs and animals with the calming 
green in the summer and vibrant colors in the fall. 
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Trustees 
Eileen Pheiffer 
314-725-7020
eileen.pheiffer@gmail.com  

Mark Harvey
314-398-7485
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net

Morton Hyman
314-727-2250
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com 

University Heights Neighborhood 
Association
Barb Chicherio, president 
314-727-8554
chicherio@aol.com

Marilyn Cathcart, vice president
314-862-2644
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com

Judy Gainer, secretary
314-721-6079
judithgainer@charter.net

Greg Phillips, treasurer 
314-550-3350
greg6983@hotmail.com

New to the neighborhood?
Contact Diane Davenport 
314-863-5961
dianedavenport046@gmail.com

Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.
com/

University Heights #1 website
http://universityheightsonline.com/

Neighborhood tree management
Judy Harmon
heyjude6984@att.net
(emergencies, call 314 863-6159)

Fence Talk editor
Myra Vandersall
mvandersall@sbcglobal.net
314-518-1451

Who We Are

All Association Board meetings are at 7 pm, the 2nd Tuesday of each month All residents 
are welcome. Here’s the schedule: Oct. 10, Frank Castiglione…6900 Cornell…Nov. 14, 
Greg Phillips, 6983 Cornell…Dec. 12, Anna Ruffin, 752 Trinity…Jan. 9, 2018, Bart 
Stewart, 714 Harvard…annual meeting, Sunday, February 25, 2018 at the U. City
Public Library.
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Places to go, things to do, people to see
University Heights
Tuesday, October 31, Halloween
The Great Pumpkin  6-8 p.m.
Here come kids with an endless supply of knock-knock 
jokes. Turn your lights on if you are in the mood. If not, 
turn your porch lights off and hide in the basement.
University Heights is a safe, friendly place for children to 
enjoy Halloween. Some kids aren’t so lucky, so they come 
here, fully equipped with grown-ups. Welcome (almost) 
everyone who wants to get a sugar high in U. Heights.
The Great Pumpkin will be lurking too. “Pump” is out 
looking for the best pumpkins/display on each street. Some 
have gotten rather elaborate, but not to worry. Enthusiasm 
is the key word here. What you get? A homemade paper 
certificate to put on your refrigerator. Worth it. 

Elsewhere
Free health screenings
University City Public Library
Saturday, October 21, 2017
Registration is 9:00 - 10:30 am

Volunteer doctors and nurses from Health Protection and 
Education Services will be in the library conducting free 
health screenings. Screenings check heart, liver, kidney, 
cholesterol, skin, teeth, and more! No advance registration 
is required, but spots fill up quickly, so attendees may want 
to arrive promptly at 9am. For more information, email 
info@hpes-stl.org or call the library at 314-727-3150.


