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U. Heights annual picnic brings together
food, fun, music and people

universityheightsonline.com

As the summer draws to a close, so does our relationship with West Paving.
Our streets are back in good repair following two summers of disruption, 

put to rights by trustee emeritus Morty Hyman and current trustee Mark Har-
vey. They negotiated with Spire to pay for this street resurfacing project when 
Spire dug up our streets (recently chip ‘n sealed) left holes in the streets while 
installing high pressure gas lines. This procedure will last at least 10 years 
before the question of resurfacing is addressed.
A huge thank you goes out to association board members who walked the 
streets three times delivering flyers to residents announcing the project. This 
board is exceptionally dedicated and willing to assist with any task to better the 
life we live in University Heights. Appreciation also goes to Chris West and 
Glen Dutton, for being responsive and managing a project well done and their 
great crew for such professional work.

T he University Heights annual picnic is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 6, 2019, in Lewis Park from 4-7 

p.m. The Association will provide grills, beer, plates, 
cutlery and napkins. You will be serenaded by the musical 
stylings of the Cosmic Cowboys, our go-to band of the 
most talented musicians in the St. Louis area.
You bring a dish to share, something to throw on the grill 
and ambiance. Grills should be fired up by 5 p.m. Your 
Association will provide mobile comfort stations, AKA 
porta-potties.

Fantasy balloons and beer
The ever-popular Nerdy the Balloon Guy 
will once again entertain our kids with 
balloon crowns, animals and swords from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. And, we have a new 
beer supplier, association board member 
and star of HGTV’s House Hunters pro-
gram Franco Jimenez of Trinity. Franco  
will wow  us with a selection of beers 
from Anheuser-Busch InBev.

Make new friends
Many of us have lived in U. Heights for a long time. We 
tend to congregate with people we know. It’s just more 
comfortable. However, we have so many new neighbors; 
this is a first-time event for them. Please sit with someone 
you don’t know. It’s hard to join an established group. 
Better yet, invite new neighbors and take them to the 
picnic with you.
The usual suspects are doing the planning, set-up and tear 
down and they could use some help. Call board member 
Anil Pillai at 314-308-1288 or contact him at bloggerpil-
lai@gmail.com to volunteer.
Why our events are free
All the events sponsored by the Neighborhood Associa-
tion are free, thanks to those residents who pay their $20 
annual fee. You have this opportunity to pay at the annual 
picnic. Celebrate our neighborhood and the beginning of 
fall and enjoy the picnic. The picnic rain date is Sunday, 
Oct. 13.

Chip ‘n seal we hardly knew you
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Anatomy of an antique street lamp post

This has been a difficult year for our historic 
center lamp posts. The lamp post at Amherst and 

Trinity was leveled by a trash haul-
ing truck. At Trinity and Harvard, a 
late night problematic crash on New 
Years Eve leveled that lamp post.  U. 
Heights resident Chris Galarnyk and 
Tim Dodson of Dodson Restoration 
are charged with reassembling the 
posts and installing them.
The process

According to Chris, this is how the 
posts are reconstructed.
To put these back together we do 
a process called cast iron knitting. 
Across a crack or break we drill holes 
and tap them and then put a stainless 
steel bolt tight in the hole.
We do that numerous times for all 
the cracks and breaks. Then we weld with pieces of 
stainless plate to connect the bolts across the crack 
from each other to hold the pieces of broken cast 
iron together.
We connect all the pieces of stainless rod creating a 
ridged framework inside the cast iron mold. The tops 

are completely fabricated and welded together and 
the ribbons on top and bottom are handmade to look 

authentic. The tops are powder 
coated black. The bases are 
painted with a two-part epoxy. 
All electrical pieces are new.
Cost factor

This is a very expensive pro-
cess…$6,000 per lamp post. The 
trustees are weighing the cost 
against the necessity of repairing 
the lamp posts. These light posts 
are cast iron, no longer a popular 
material.
The trustees want to maintain the 
historic aspects of our commu-
nity and the lamp posts are very 
distinctive. What to do? First up 
is to find a solution to protect 

the posts from destruction. Most damage is done by 
inattentive drivers, speeding and not stopping at stop 
signs. We can’t do much about that. We continue to 
explore protective measures. 
Do you have a solution to keep our historic lamp 
posts out of harm’s way? Contact a trustee to share 
your ideas. 

Restoration by Tim Dodson of Dodson Restoration and Chris Galarnyk
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Bruno’s Neighborhood Musings by Bruno and Naomi

From the trustees

We are pleased to report assessment payments have 
been a little ahead of budget, but many of us are 

still in arrears. The missing $39,000 would be a big help 
to cover our costs. If you are in those ranks, remember 
you are accruing interest on your unpaid balance. Regular 
assessments will be mailed to property owners December 
1, 2019.
We’ve spent a bit more on trees than we have budgeted, 
but safety has required a lot of trimming and tree remov-
als. The two broken lamp posts have been reinstalled. It’s 
been expensive, so we are researching alternatives should 
another be damaged.
We are beginning another round of sidewalk slab and 
driveway apron concrete work, mostly on Amherst. 
Please be patient with the contractor-Terrance Foster, 
with Pridemaster/Westfall. We’re still working with 
Investor’s Title Co. to clarify ownership of the “bridge 
lot” at Harvard and Dartmouth, with hopes of placing a 
shed there. The University City school board has sold 

the Delmar Harvard buildings to a private developer for 
$2.3 million. The intent is a mixed use development. The 
Harvard building is still in our subdivision, so subject 
to assessments and the Indenture. The trustees and our 
council representatives Paulette Carr and Tim Cusick will 
work with the developer to promote a positive outcome. 
That’s all for now!

Many thanks to Amherst resident Lauren 
Duff who organized the very successful all 
neighborhood garage sale. More than 20 
households signed up for the event and she 
expects even more next year. Lauren also 

revived the 4th of July kids parade. Expect 
to see even bigger and better next year. 

Thank you so much Lauren! 



Trustees 
Mark Harvey
314-398-7485
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net

Myra Vandersall 
314-518-1451
myravandersall@gmail.com

Frank Castiglione
612-578-6852
f.castiglione@liftxl.com

University Heights Neighborhood 
Association
Barb Chicherio, president 
314-727-8554
chicherio@aol.com

Marilyn Cathcart, vice president
314-862-2644
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com

Judy Gainer, secretary
314-721-6079
judithgainer@sbcglobal.net

Greg Phillips, treasurer 
314-550-3350
greg6983@hotmail.com

New to the neighborhood?
Contact Amanda Summer 
314-727-0339
amandasummer@aol.com

Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.
com/

University Heights #1 website
http://universityheightsonline.com/

Neighborhood tree management
Judy Harmon
heyjude6984@att.net
(emergencies, call 314 863-6159)

Who We Are

All Association Board meetings are at 7 pm, the 2nd Tuesday of each month. All residents are welcome.
Oct. 8- Bart Stewart, 714 Harvard; Nov. 12- Franco Jimenez, 734 Trinity
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Street light out on tree lawn, call Ameren to report 
at 800-552-7583 with the light post number or the house 
street number nearest the outage pole, or go to https://www.
ameren.com/missouri
Decorative intersection lamp posts-no light, contact light 
bulb trustee Frank Castiglione 612-578-6852 f.castiglione@
liftxl.com (Note: The newly reinstalled lampposts are not 
lite now. We are waiting for Ameren to connect electrical.)
Gas smell contact Spire at the emergency number 800-887-
4173 or https://www.spireenergy.com/if-you-smell-gas
Small tree limbs. Please bundle and tie for pick up on 
Monday morning. Large limbs down, contact Judy Har-
mon at heyjude6984@att.net or if it an emergency call her 
at 314 863-6159. Trustee Mark Harvey is also a tree contact 
at 314-398-7485 markcharvey@sbcglobal.net
Questions about streets/sidewalks contact Mark.
New to the neighborhood? Contact Amanda Summer 314-
727-0339 amandasummer@aol.com and she will deliver a 
welcome packet. Also contact Myra Vandersall at
myravandersall @gmail.com or 314-518-1451 so your 
name can be added to our email directory database
University City police non-emergency 314-725-2211

Lateral sewer issues contact University City Pub-
lic Works at 314-505-8560 and https://www.ucitymo.
org/109/Sanitary-Sewer-Lateral-Repair-Program
Nuisances, such as tall grass and weeds, derelict vehi-
cles, dog barking, excessive lighting, stagnant water and 
pools not maintained, etc. FIRST, try to resolve the issue 
by contacting the homeowner. If unsuccessful contact 
the Department of Community Development at 314-505-
8500 or call the property nuisance hotline at (314) 505-
8725 and leave a message. 
University City Public Library 314- 727-3150
Building permits. Any alteration that affects the exterior 
a residence (does not include painting) or building a new 
property must be approved by the trustees first. The De-
partment of Community Development will then consider 
a building permit. https://www.ucitymo.org/408/Specif-
ic-Permit-Requirements

If this happens……do this


