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What can you buy for $20.00?

Here are some suggstions

With the quick swipe of a credit card, $20 is gone, just 
like that. You could buy: two packs of Scarpetta Frico 

Frizzante sparkling wine in cans at the Wine Merchant; two 
each Grow A Boyfriend and Girlfriend kits on Amazon; 
three tubes of bacon flavored toothpaste on Amazon or 
4,500 lady bugs from the Garden Zone.

Here’s your best investment for $20–garden 
tours, beautiful flowers on the lamp posts, a 
picnic with free music and beer, twinkling 
lights near the Solstice, traveling parties 
in the dead of winter, yard sales and more. 
Bonus-You are part of University Heights 
and pay your yearly dues.
An analysis of  the 2017 University Heights 
Association finances reveals only 25 percent or 53 homes in 
U. Heights pay the $20 annual membership and 75 per-
cent enjoy membership benefits and don’t pay dues. Seven 
households donated $115 above and beyond their basic 
dues. At this point we have a $1,000 shortfall that needs to 
be addressed. 
Dues are usually paid at the annual meeting and the fall 
picnic. The treasurers’ report of the March annual meeting 

shows a total disbursement of $3,757.13. The lovely pro-
gressive dinner costs $1,150 while the annual picnic comes 
in at $726 and the luminaria at $670. This doesn’t include 
all the volunteer hours that make these community building 
events happen.
So here is a suggestion to the 75 percent–please pay your 
dues so the cost of these activities can be divided equally 

among all of us. It’s the right thing 
to do. Fill out the form on page four, 
pop some money ($20) in an enve-
lope and drop it off at treasurer Greg 
Phillip’s home, 6983 Cornell.
Now, isn’t year round fun much 
better than bacon toothpaste? If not, 

please tell us why you don’t pay your annual Association 
dues. Contact any board member listed on page four. We do 
not judge, we are just curious. If you have a better way to 
encourage residents to pay annual dues, the board wants to 
know about that too.
The next Board meeting is Tuesday, June 13, at President 

Barb Chicherio’s home, 720 Harvard, at 7 p.m. Please 
come to discuss this importance topic. All are welcome. 
Refreshments are served. They are very good refreshments. 

Memorial Day Fun Run Rounds U. Heights 

Monday, May 29, will mark the 43rd anniversary of the 
University City Memorial Day Run. The 5 and 10 K events 
begin at 7:30 a.m. in front of the University City Library.
Once again, the Fun Run, which will begin around 9:20 
a.m., will use the perimeter streets of University Heights 
for its course. Streets will be closed around 9 a.m. and 
reopen as soon as the young milers are off the course. 
If you live on one of the streets on the course, Harvard, 
Dartmouth, Yale or Princeton, please park your cars off the 
street if at all possible. For information about signing up to 

run, or to volunteer to help on race day – always welcome!, 
visit the Run’s website:  ucitymemorialdayrun.com. The 
Run organizers are very grateful to Heights residents and 
trustees for their permission to use this course. Come out 
Memorial Day and cheer the runners on.
The Memorial Day Run is a major fundraiser for The Green 
Center, U City in Bloom and the University City Public 
Library. To make a tax-deductible contribution, go to the 
website listed above.

Should dues be increased? 
Should the Assocation charge 
for the progressive party? 
What are your suggestions
to increase membership?



             2

FenceTalk May 2017

Happy Spring, neighbors. Spring rain often results in tree limbs down. Please call, text or email one of the trustees if there 
are large limbs that fall from any of the trees that are in the tree lawn (the section between the sidewalk and the street). 
The wind and rain that downs the limbs also puts debris in the streets. Please do not add to that by raking any leaves or 
gumballs into the street. The next leaf pick up is in November, so please bag or compost whatever you rake up.
There is no update on the lawsuit. We will have a special assessment again this year which will go out in mid-summer.
Printing and posting invoices for our annual and special assessments is a time consuming and pricier option than email-
ing them. We really appreciate having an email address for each household to be able to avoid the expense and task of 
using postal mail service. If you’ve not shared your email information yet with the trustees, please do so by emailing it to 
Eileen.Pheiffer@gmail.com.
Many of our neighbors are now connected on an online website called Nextdoor. If you are new in the neighborhood or 
perhaps have not yet checked out Nextdoor, here is some information from the website:
“Nextdoor allows communities to easily create private websites to facilitate communication among neighbors and build 
stronger neighborhoods. Nextdoor was created based on the idea that the neighborhood is one of the most important and 
useful communities in a person’s life. Nextdoor’s mission is to use technology to help neighbors build stronger and safer 
neighborhoods.” If you would like an invitation to join our subdivision’s Nextdoor community, please let your trustees 
know by emailing a request to Eileen’s email above.  

Trustees’ Update

U. City In Bloom garden tour showcases University Heights

Our neighborhood will host U City in Bloom’s fifth bien-
nial Garden Tour on Sunday, September 24, from 1-5 p.m.  
The self-guided tour will feature 10 gardens right here in 
University Heights #1 and the U City In Bloom gardens in 
Lewis Park and around City Hall.
The tour includes historic highlights about the neighbor-
hood and its many 100-year-old homes, as well as descrip-
tions of the lovely gardens our guests will visit.
Plein Air artists will paint throughout our neighborhood 
and at other University City locations during the afternoon. 

Their work will be on display and available for purchase 
at the reception from 5-6 p.m. in the City Hall fifth floor 
immediately following the tour.
Tickets will be available online by late summer on the U 
City in Bloom website, ucityinbloom.org, and on the day 
of the tour at City Hall. Look for more information about 
this exciting event in a later FenceTalk edition.
Would you like to be a garden liaison? Responsibilities 
include helping the garden owner with details during the 
tour and greeting tour guests. Contact Myra Vandersall at 
mvandersall@sbcglobal.net or 314-518-1451 for info. 

Rumor has it…there may be fairies

and gnomes, oh my

Local gnomes and fairies, a very secretive bunch, they are, 
will have their own garden tour too. The fairies at 780 Rad-
cliffe are very interested in organizing this special tour for 
children and adults alike. They want to show off their spe-
cial touches for the garden. Interested fairies and gnomes 
can contact Joy Beuc, joygebhardt@hotmail.com .
She will pass along the info to the fairies in the garden and 
will report back on the gnomes and fairies gardens on view.
Mr. Trahnrab Gnome, at 740 Radcliffe (the first maple tree 
south of Columbia) urges all gnomes to join in on the fun 
and contact Joy about the gnome population participation.
He has redecorated his digs for spring and regrets that his 
landscaping business is so busy this time of year that you 
will not find him at home. However he invites you to stop 
by to see his new look. And you can always leave a note in 
his mail box. 

Minor Annoyances 

It’s Monday night. You’re home from work and pull into 
your driveway (if you’re lucky) and are looking forward to 
dinner and a restful evening. But wait…ah, yes, the refuse 
and recyclable containers are still in the street.
Before you begin to enjoy your evening, please haul your 
containers out of the street and back to where you keep 
them for the week. Seems as though some residents are 
leaving containers out way past Monday evening (like 
Thursday? Really?) and that causes problems in our already 
narrow and crowded streets.
Here’s a tip from our intrepid refuse collection driver who 
bravely navigates our streets on Mondays. Please place 
your trash and recycling containers at least five feet  apart. 
This makes his job so much easier. We appreciate our city 
services in U. Heights. Let’s make Mondays better for each 
other and our city employees. 



A young U. Heights resident chimes

in on the speeding issue
(Editor’s note: Carter wrote this letter as a school project to 

respond to a publication. He feels strongly about the speeding 

issues in this neighborhood.)

Dear Mrs. Vandersall,
I really agree with your article about speeding in the last 
Fencetalk, dated February 2017. I have seen people who 
live in our neighborhood speed and pass through the stop 
signs at Yale and Radcliffe.Most houses in our neighbor-
hood have thin, uneven driveways, and a lot of the side-
walks are bumpy and thin. Because of this, kids have to do 
sports and other activities in the street. The smooth road is 
much better than the sidewalk or a driveway for scootering, 
biking, or playing basketball. 

I like to do all of these activities, but it’s hard to play 
basketball or ride my scooter safely because some speed-
ing cars are a hazard for me, my friends or my family. Our 
house sits on an intersection and our basketball hoop is 
right down the street from a stop sign.

Some cars don’t even stop at the stop sign. It completely 
defies the purpose of it: to let pedestrians cross safely and 
so cars will slow down. If drivers do not stop at the stop 
signs or slow down, someone will get hurt. 
Sincerely, Carter Beuc, 780 Radcliffe Ave.
(Letters to the Editor are always welcome. Please email 

your letter or suggestions to Myra Vandersall at

mvandersall@sbcglobal.net)
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Membership Form University Heights Association, Inc.

Name____________________________________ Date___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Membership 2017         $20.00
____Cash   _____Check#______________    $_____

Total Submitted          $_____
Make check payable to University Heights Association, Inc. (a not-for-profit)
Drop off your membership form and payment to treasurer Greg Phillips, 6983 Cornell.
Questions? Call Greg at 550-3350.

Peter Martin roams the world and calls

U. Heights his home

By Diane and Roger Davenport

We’ve always had professional musicians living in our 
neighborhood over the years. Pianist Peter Martin grew 
up on Columbia with his Mom and Dad, also musicians, 
and now lives on Harvard with his wife Kelly and their 
two children.
You can look up a map found at Worldwide Performanc-
es by Peter Martin/Peter Martin Music to see his exten-
sive global musical activity.
A partial list of his recent work includes the Library of 
Congress, the White House, Carnegie Hall, Alice Tul-
ly Hall in New York, Chicago’s Orchestra Hall and on 
stage with the Los Angeles Philharmonic…these dates 
and more as music director and pianist for singer Dianne 
Reeves. Peter will work with Ms. Reeves in Istanbul, 
Brussels, London and Beijing.
Bravo to Peter Martin, Univeristy City High School class 
of 1987, a world-class musician who still calls University 
Heights his home. 

We love to eat and eat well
Long Acre Farm is open. They have served U. City

for more than 40 years and are located

on the parking lot of All Saints Church, 6403 Clemens.

Hours are 8:30-5 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday

The Midtown Farmers Market is also open

on Saturdays from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.  



Trustees 

Eileen Pheiffer 
314-725-7020
eileen.pheiffer@gmail.com  

Mark Harvey
314-398-7485
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net

Morton Hyman
314-727-2250
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com 

University Heights Neighborhood 

Association

Barb Chicherio, president 
314-727-8554
chicherio@aol.com

Marilyn Cathcart, vice president
314-862-2644
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com

Judy Gainer, secretary
314-721-6079
judithgainer@charter.net

Greg Phillips, treasurer 
314-550-3350
greg6983@hotmail.com

New to the neighborhood?

Contact Diane Davenport 
314-863-5961
dianedavenport046@gmail.com

Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.
com/

University Heights #1 website

http://universityheightsonline.com/

Neighborhood tree management

Judy Harmon
heyjude6984@att.net
(emergencies, call 314 863-6159)

Fence Talk editor

Myra Vandersall
mvandersall@sbcglobal.net
314-518-1451

Who We Are

All Association Board meetings are at 7 pm, the 2nd Tuesday of each month, except for

the exceptions! All residents are welcome. Here’s the schedule: June 13, Barbara
Chicherio, 720 Harvard…July, no meeting…August 8, Judy Gainer, 721 Harvard…
Sept. 12, Frank Castiglione…6900 Cornell…Oct. 10, Myra Vandersall, 731 Yale…
Nov. 14, Greg Phillips, 6983 Cornell…Dec. 12, Anna Ruffin, 752 Trinity…Jan. 9, 
2018, Bart Stewart, 714 Harvard. The annual meeting in February 2018 is TBA.
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