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What does a modern library provide? Patrick Wall
tells all. View 110-year-old time capsule of U. City 

universityheightsonline.com

“Wait—was that my house?” Ladies in big hats, E. G. 
Lewis directing his printing empire, City Hall in 

its infancy, the first houses in University Heights—see it all 
in recently discovered silent film footage narrated by Sue 
Rekhopf of the University City Historical  Society. Sue will 
be one of the featured speakers at the University Heights 
Association’s Annual Meeting, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2-4 pm at 
the library auditorium. Light refreshments will be served.

Patrick Wall, director of the library will 
be the featured speaker, bringing us up to 
date on the on the features and services 
modern libraries must offer to be relevant 
in today’s society.  
Take time out from the winter blahs at 
the annual meeting and watch this “time 
capsule” from the early years of our city 
and our neighborhood. Meet and greet 
neighbors new and old, elect new mem-
bers to the Association Board, review 
neighborhood finances and hear the trust-
ees’ report.  To vote for board members, 

you must be a member of the association. Dues are $20, and 
membership forms are available at the meeting. 

The Association Board plans events throughout the year 
to foster a sense of community in the Heights. This past 
year the Board organized our first-ever (and very success-
ful) tree tour by Colleen Baum of Droege Tree Care, the 

well-attended fall picnic, 
the Progressive Party and 
luminaria, as well as other 
events.
The Board consists of 15 
members (and alternates) 
elected for three-year 
terms, who meet on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at different mem-
bers’ houses. A convivial 
group, we enjoy noshing 
on the yummy appetizers 

served by our hosts. At present we would welcome more 
representation from these streets: Dartmouth, Yale, Am-
herst, and Princeton. If you are interested in joining the 
Board, call or email Barb Chicherio (727-8554; chicher-
io@aol.com) or Marilyn Cathcart (862-2644; mj_cath-
cart@yahoo.com).

Courtesy of University City Library 
Archives. Taken by Eugene Taylor. E.G. 
Lewis’ home, #2 Yale on the left and James 
Coyle’s home, #4 Yale on the right.

University City Public 
Library Director
Patrick Wall
Photo: Rick Graefe 
Feb. 2011

Trustees presentation is second part of annual meeting

 2,041 species—20 percent of all known bird species—
live in the world’s cities,

The numbers I’m giving you are based on the 2017 - 18 
inventory, plus the additions  and subtractions that have 

happened since then, that I’m aware of.  There are 467 
trees on the subdivision tree lawns (this includes the trees 
in bridge park at the bottom of Dartmouth, which are ours).  
Of these, 107 are sweet gums, which means we’ve only 
lost one sweet gum in the last few years!  They are very 
resilient trees, and seem to be well adjusted to our neigh-
borhood, even if we are not so well adjusted to them.  

There are 12 more trees scheduled to be removed this 
year, none of which are sweet gums.  I expect a time 

will come when the sweet gums all start to go at once, 
because they’re all pretty old.  I hope I’m not around when 
that happens, because I love these old trees, despite my 
complaints about picking up all the gum balls.

During the trustee portion of the annual meeting 
residents will be presented with the proposed 2019 

budget and through 2023. This past year the trustees 
hired accounting firm DNI Properties, Inc., to handle the 
financial aspect of running the subdivision as a business. 
DNI provides monthly and annual financial reports, 
works with title companies when a property is sold, and 
provides a list of property owners who are delinquent 
paying their assessments and processes invoices for both 
the regular and special assessments.

Hal Davies on Radcliffe has submitted a motion to cancel 
the special assessments. The motion is: “Shall the re-
mainder of the special assessment, for the years 2019 
and 2020, be canceled?” This will be added to the trust-
ee agenda. See the attachments to FenceTalk for Hal’s 
letter and the votes necessary to pass the motion.
Attached to this newsletter are three documents–The Hal 
Davies letter, A Guide to Living in University City and 
the trustees explanation for continuing the special assess-

(continued on page two)
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trustees continued (from page one)

(continued on page four)

ment. Both documents have been distributed to residents 
via email, on Nextdoor and posted on our website, uni-
versityheightsonline.com
Another discussion highlights the recently organized 
architectural advisory group. This group, composed 
of neighborhood architects, was formed to discuss the  
unique features of our subdivision and housing stock 
which should be preserved, and parameters to guide 
future development.
We have reestablished our relationship with the new U. 
City community development staff that trustees signa-
tures will be required for issuing a building permit.
The need for this advisory board arose because: demoli-
tion of a significant structure listed in our 1980 National 

Register of Historic Landmarks document; the construc-
tion of a home which some find inconsistent in design; 
and review of new plans for housing stock.
City Councilperson Paulette Carr and City staffer Mark 
Szoaontz are encouraging us to seek passage of an ordi-
nance to ensure that trustees in all private subdivisions 
in University City must sign off on new build plans in 
their subdivisions before a permit is issued.   

Trustee elections
Current trustees are Mark Harvey, Morton Hyman and 
Myra Vandersall. Mark and Morty manage the street and 
sidewalk issues and Myra is the liaison to DNI. All other 
responsibilities are shared. Amanda Summer is the trustee 
intern from the Association Board.
Myra completed the term of Eileen Pheiffer and will 
stand for re-election to a six-year term. She will be nom-
inated by the trustees. The Neighborhood Association 
Board may consider and select other nominee(s).

What do you get for your special assessments? No parking garage

In 2015, by a vote of 169 to 21, our subdivision prop-
erty owners decided to issue a special assessment for 

the purpose of defending our indenture. It was to be for 
a total of no more than $250,000, $50,000 in each of five 
consecutive years. We have collected $145,706 to date 
and spent a net $94,613 to date on the legal expenses of 
a lawsuit against VRE Optics, LLC and The City of Uni-
versity City. The suit was settled in the spring of 2018. 
VRE Optics sought to build a large apartment complex 
on The Delmar-Harvard school building property, from 
Kingsland across to include 601 Trinity, the asphalted 
playground north of City Hall.

Five-story parking garage
It would have included a five-story parking garage. We 
successfully fought that development. Then the owner of 
VRE Optics wanted to convert 601 Trinity to paid com-
mercial parking. The City granted permission through 
a zoning variance, claiming it was already parking, so 
could be used for commercial parking. The zoning is 
public activity (school, government, non-profit use.) Our 
indenture does not allow commercial use. So we took the 
City and VRE Optics to Circuit Court.
Judge Green declared for that ground to be used commer-
cially an owner and the City would have to go through 
the normal process for change of zoning, including public 
hearings. The two entities did not. Later VRE Optics 

leased the property to the City for housing the temporary 
police station and the City brought in the current portable 
buildings. We demanded that a fence be built between 
the buildings and Harvard Avenue and succeeded. VRE 
Optics has since sold the property to the City. 

The settlement   
To avoid any further legal action, the City gave our 
subdivision $30,000 in settlement up front, plus a com-
mitment to pay for two years of concrete work in our 
subdivision at $10,000 a year. The City had already 
agreed to give us 10 years of concrete work ($100,000) in 
exchange for use of Trinity Avenue in front of City Hall 
in perpetuity for parking.
We still own Trinity Avenue, as well as half of Delmar 
Blvd. from Yale to Kingsland (so half of the roundabout.) 
We agreed in the 601 Trinity Court Settlement to contin-
ue negotiating with the City to formalize our agreement 
on the City’s use of these streets.
That negotiation is still underway, with continuing legal 
costs. So, we are still spending legal funds collected 
through the special assessment. The balance of funds in 
escrow, including interest earned, is $52,000. We antic-
ipate we might have additional legal expenses to defend 
the indenture. Construction plans are moving forward by 
The Church of Scientology and Lewis Center (Washing-
ton University), both in our subdivision. The University 
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Here’s an opportunity for Heights residents to go solar
By Barbara Pickard and Christine Mackey-Ross

We’d all like sustainable solar-generated electricity, 
but installing individual roof or yard panels is an 

ugly and costly nuisance that is illegal facing the street 
and often incompatible with prized trees.
Moreover, maintenance is a nuisance. Now, there is an 
opportunity to join with Ameren to install a new solar 
farm and get part of your electricity provided by solar 

cells. Sign up ($25 nonrefundable fee) and 
pay monthly for a certain number of kWh 

(kilowatt hours) to be delivered at a speci-
fied price upon completion of a new so-

lar farm. The farm will be built when a 
given number of customers subscribe 

(the first farm is already subscribed). 

The cost will be somewhat more initially but is 
anticipated to drop below standard tariffs as the project 
proceeds. Full details are on the web page below; be 

sure to read all the way to the bottom of the long page 
and click to see FAQs.

Ameren.com/missouri/solar/community-solar

Party time
We would be glad to meet with neighbors to discuss the 
plan, either individually or in groups. This opportunity 
has been negotiated by the lawyers of Renew Missouri, 
of which James Owen is CEO.
James is a good speaker and will be glad to join us at lit-
tle parties we plan for discussion of this and other energy 
matters. We would love responses regarding your desires 
in this regard, particularly if you would like to join us for 
food and drink with James. Please respond to pickard@
wustl.edu so we can keep up to date on the program and 
so we can schedule.With best wishes, your Princeton 
neighbors Barbara
Pickard (#20), Christine Mackey-Ross (#21)

Bruno’s Neighborhood Musings by Bruno and Naomi



Trustees 
Mark Harvey
314-398-7485
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net

Morton Hyman
314-727-2250
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com

Myra Vandersall 
314-518-1451
myravandersall@gmail.com

University Heights Neighborhood 
Association
Barb Chicherio, president 
314-727-8554
chicherio@aol.com

Marilyn Cathcart, vice president
314-862-2644
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com

Judy Gainer, secretary
314-721-6079
judithgainer@sbcglobal.net

Greg Phillips, treasurer 
314-550-3350
greg6983@hotmail.com

New to the neighborhood?
Contact Amanda Summer 
314-727-0339
amandasummer@aol.com

Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.
com/

University Heights #1 website
http://universityheightsonline.com/

Neighborhood tree management
Judy Harmon
heyjude6984@att.net
(emergencies, call 314 863-6159)

Fence Talk editor
Myra Vandersall
314-518-1451
myravandersall@gmail.com

Who We Are
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City School District is seeking again to sell the Delmar-Harvard property, also partly in our subdivision. A purchaser 
could try to develop in ways which are inconsistent with our indenture. Your trustees recommend that we continue the 
special assessment through 2020 as planned. Funds received will be set aside for legal expenses to defend our indenture. 
We are so fortunate to have one of our attorneys, Margaret Mooney, donate her services to us pro bono. 

What do you get…(continued from page two)

Talk to me. The new neighborhood directory is coming
with a little help from our friends and neighbors

By Mary Harvey

When Mark and I moved back to University City and into 
U Heights five years ago, we already knew some of our 
neighbors. We soon wanted to know the names of more 
folks on our street as we encountered them coming and 
going. We were given a printed neighborhood directory 
from 2012 and were able to look up names associat-
ed with houses. It feels good to shout out a name with 
"Good Morning" as we pass folks.
After much discussion by the Neighborhood Association, 
it has been decided that an updated printed directory 
would be helpful in building community. There has not 
been another one printed since 2012. Much of that info 
is out of date. Your participation is needed. Please send 
your info (Names, address, home phone, cell phone 
email address.) If there is more than one resident per 
house, please designate name for each email address and/
or cell number to the following email address:

uheightsdirectory@gmail.com
You can choose what info you would like included. 
Do you want your kids' names listed? Would you like 
your email address and/or phone number? House and/or 
mobile number? You decide! Please list what you want 
to share. If you do not use email, you may phone your 
info to me at 314-283-7713. You may also submit your 
information for the directory at the annual meeting on 
Sunday, February 24, 2019. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

In the spring issue of FenceTalk
Best places to see birds from Marian Brickner

and Sarah Hyman
Butterflies on Columbia and Bees


