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We know spring is coming when U. City In Bloom volunteers begin turning the soil in the public gardens 
scattered around our city. That also signals U. Heights residents gathering for our annual University Heights 
Association meeting. We elect board members, review finances, hear the trustees’ reports and enjoy speakers. 
 
Judy Prange, U. City In Bloom director and Jesse Gilbertson, director of horticulture, will be our featured 
speakers on Sunday, March 5 at 2 p.m. at the library. Judy will discuss the upcoming U. City In Bloom 
garden tour on Sunday, September 24 from 1-6 p.m. Gardens on view will be exclusively in U. Heights. If you 
have a garden you would like to show off, tell Judy. Word is that gnome gardens will be a hot topic. 
 
U. Heights also has our very own garden tour in May. This event has been so successful the past three years 
and this year will be even better. The Board is considering a picnic/grilling event following our garden tour, in 
addition to featuring some of our very talented gardeners. 
 
The Association will elect two alternates this year. Board terms are for three years. To submit your name, call 
Marilyn Cathcart at 862-2644 or email mj_cathcart@yahoo.com. The board meets once a month and plans 
events such as the annual picnic, winter progressive party, luminaria, the garden tour and more. For a complete 
description see the article below. The group is a convivial one, and hosts serve really good appetizers, so don’t 
plan on dinner that night. The Board generally meets on the second Tuesday of the month. To vote for board 
members you must be a member of the Association. Membership forms will be available at the meeting. Dues 
are $20 per year. 
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What the Association Does 
The purpose of the University Heights 
Association, a Missouri 501 (c) 4 not-for-profit 
corporation chartered in 1976, is “to enable 
residents of the neighborhood to organize the 
particular events, services and activities of the 
neighborhood and to maintain the amenities that 
make University Heights Subdivision #1, a 
national historic district, a desirable place to live, 
as well as maintain the vacant lot at the corner of 
Columbia and Radcliffe as an amenity for the 
enjoyment of all residents…(Association bylaws) 
 
To achieve its purpose, the Association Board’s 
15 members and two alternates organize various 
events throughout the year: the neighborhood 
picnic in Lewis Park, the Great Pumpkin visit on 
Halloween, Luminaria Night and the Progressive 
Party during December, as well as other activities 
such as the neighborhood garden tour and yard 
sale. The Board maintains the neighborhood 
website (www.universityheightsonline.com) 
(continued on page two) 
 

2017 Annual Meeting set for Sunday, March 5 

What the Trustees Do 
University Heights Subdivision #1 is a private 
subdivision, which means we own our streets and 
common property and therefore have the 
responsibility of maintaining them. Three elected 
trustees manage the property, including all curbing, 
guttering, ornamental lighting, roadways, sidewalks 
and tree lawns (area from the sidewalks to the 
street), plus common areas such as the vacant lot at 
Columbia and Radcliffe. 
 
The trustees are empowered by our indenture to 
assess lot owners for the cost of maintenance and 
improvements, with limitations defined in the 
indenture. They collect assessments and place liens 
on properties as needed, in the event of nonpayment. 
They also sign off on any additions or construction 
made to the exterior of homes. 
 
The trustees are the legal representatives of the 
subdivision and are responsible for the interpretation 
and defense of the indenture.  
(continued on page two) 
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Free health screenings at U. City Public Library on 
Saturday, March 18, beginning at 9 a.m. Volunteer 
doctors and nurses from Health and Education 
Services will check heart, liver, kidney, 
cholesterol, skin, teeth and more. 

(continued from page one) 

Association, Trustees 
 

 
Trustees… from page one 
Our current trustees are Mark Harvey, Morty Hyman 
and Eileen Pheiffer. Mark and Morty manage the 
street and sidewalk repairs while Eileen handles the 
assessments and documentation on real estate 
transactions. Other responsibilities are shared. 
 
Contact one of the trustees whenever there is an 
issue with downed tree limbs from subdivision 
property. We welcome your questions or comments 
on other subdivision issues. 

 

Speeding…Just Don’t Do It 
Perusing old FenceTalks can be fun, and an 
education. It’s 1992. On the second page is an article 
about keeping kids out of the street and speeding. 
Yes, speeding. Seems we haven’t made much 
progress in the past 25 years. That’s a quarter of a 
century. 
 
We are still concerned about speeding and the 
people who do it. And those people are…mostly 
residents of this subdivision. Now, more cars 
increase the problem, and big ones, and more 
children, plus people who walk in the streets. (We 
have some lovely sidewalks for that activity.) 
 
As you catapult your car down Yale or Trinity, or 
run stop signs in the neighborhood, just think about 
this–your kids, your neighbors could be in the street. 
Make it personal.  
 
Coming into the neighborhood should be a calm 
experience, not one fraught with tension. The speed 
limit is a generous 20 mph. Try it and you’ll arrive 
home in a good mood. 
 
The Association Board is discussing ways to reduce 
speeding. If you have ideas, come to a Board 
meeting or contact one of Board officers listed on 
the last page. All of us want to get in and out of the 
subdivision alive.  
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Gas line fraud alert  
By Trustee Mark Harvey 
At least one of our neighbors has had the tree lawn 
and the street in front of their home marked for 
digging, and received a notice from “Home Serve” 
offering insurance to cover the cost of a gas line 
repair. I have noticed about 10 other U. Heights 
homes with DigRite markings. The University City 
Police have investigated at our request, and told us 
HomeServe is a legitimate company offering 
insurance against the cost of home repairs, including 
gas line replacement within the home. 
(continued on page four) 
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Association…from page one 
and publishes FenceTalk, a newsletter with up-
to-date news and information. It also posts 
meeting notices and other important information 
on the lampposts at both entrances to the Heights. 
The Association Board also hosts the annual 
meeting, where new Board members are elected. 
Dedicated volunteers help carry out these 
activities. 
 
Board members have been integral in other 
activities, such as distributing and collecting 
ballots for the Trustees’ special assessment in 
2015. 
 
Board meetings are generally held the second 
Tuesday of each month and are always open to 
all members of the neighborhood.  Board 
members serve as neighborhood representatives 
and their meeting serve as a forum for the 
discussion of topics in general (for example: 
speeding!). The Trustee intern, who also serves 
as a Board member, brings concerns identified at 
the meeting to the attention of the Trustees. 
 
Current Board officers are: Jim Patterson, 
president; Marilyn Cathcart, vice president; Barb 
Chicherio, secretary; and Mary Ann Gaston, 
treasurer. Current Board members are Diane 
Davenport, Judith Gainer, Joy Gebhardt, Sarah 
Heyman, Pete Klarmann (Trustee intern), 
Kimberly Martin, Greg Phillips, Anna Ruffin, 
Felix Simmons, Phil Slavin, Bart Stewart and 
Myra Vandersall (alternate). 
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Notes From a Gnome 
New neighbor has different perspective on life in University Heights 
Mr. Trahnrab Gnome is one of the newest residents of University Heights. He moved into 740 Radcliffe Ave. 
(the first Maple tree south of Columbia) in June 2016 and is quickly becoming active in the community. 
Trahnrab reported, during an interview with FenceTalk staff,  “I am overwhelmed with the warm welcome that 
I have received in the short time that I have been here. I greatly enjoy talking with those visiting the empty lot 
and all of the gifts and letters that my neighbors have dropped off at my door.”  

 
Trahnrab decorated for Halloween but was disappointed not to receive a Great Pumpkin award. “If there was a 
Smallest Display category, I would have won,” he said. “Oh, well, better luck next year!”  
 
He was delighted to learn that Gnome Houses will be featured in the September 2017 U. City Garden Tour in 
the Heights. “So far, I'm the only Gnome House, but I have a lot of cousins who have heard that this is a 
gnome-friendly neighborhood and they are eager to establish gnome homes here,” he affirmed. As a 
professional gardener and landscaper, Trahnrab is often working late into the evening at his customers’ homes 
and may be difficult to catch if you stop by his home. If you do not see him, he encourages neighbors to leave a 
note in his mailbox and he will get in touch after he returns.  
 
Favorite thing about University Heights: Fantastic people to talk to and the annual picnic. 
Least favorite thing about University Heights: That dog that insists on answering nature's call on my doorstep. 
 
Editor’s note—Would you like to read more about Mr. Trahnrab’s unique perspective on living in University 
Heights? Let me know at mvandersall@sbcglobal.net 
 

What he lacks in stature, at just three inches tall, Trahnrab makes up for 
in heart. One neighbor from Dartmouth Avenue was overjoyed when 
Trahnrab helped her locate a lost earring in the fall leaves. “He really 
went the extra mile to help me out. I felt a little badly that I declined his 
invitation for my family to come over for dinner, but I just did not see 
how that would work.”  
 

Neal Caine begins successful musical career with “Twinkle” 
University Heights has some very fascinating, talented residents. This neighborhood is an incubator for 
musical talent, both teachers and performers. This month we are featuring bassist Neal Caine who grew up on 
Radcliffe with his mother Jean and brother Ian, an award-winning architect. 
 

At age four Neal doggedly practiced “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” on his violin until he 
mastered it. It’s a good thing he carried on, and used “Twinkle” as a stepping-stone to a 
successful musical career. By the time he reached U. City High School he was an 
accomplished bass player. In his career he has played nationally and internationally with 
many acclaimed jazz musicians. He was a 2011 inductee into the University City Hall of 
Fame. We can now see him every morning on the television show “Harry” at 9 a.m. on 
Channel 11. Harry is Harry Connick, Jr., and Neal has played bass with the band for 
many years. Tune in and give your day a musical start.   
 

Who would you like to see featured in Fence Talk next time? In addition to musicians and teachers we have 
many residents active in social justice issues, which is so important right now. And, there are residents who 
don’t consider themselves special, but we know they are. Contact FenceTalk editor Myra Vandersall at 725-
1059 or mvandersall@sbcglobal.net or drop a line to any Board member. You too can be a contributing writer 
and you’ll get your very own byline. 
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Need-To-Know Phone Numbers 
City Hall 6801 Delmar, Phone: 314-862-6767 
Fire, ambulance, police emergency 911 
University City Police non-emergency 725-7211 
Fire non-emergency 505.8768 
Mayor Shelley Welsh 505-8606 
mailto:mayor@ucitymo.org 
2nd Ward Council representatives 
Paulette Carr 727-0919 
mailto:Paulette_carr@sbcglobal.net 
Mike Glickert 882-6432 
lmglickert@yahoo.com 
 
To report street light outage Ameren Missouri 
800-552-7583 
Metropolitan Sewer District 768-6260 
Laclede Gas 
In case of an emergency/gas leak 342-0800 
Customer service 621-6960 

 Who We Are 
Trustees  
Eileen Pfeiffer  
725-7020 
eileen.pheiffer@gmail.com   
 
Mark Harvey 
398-7485 
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net 
 
Morton Hyman 
727-2250 
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com  

 
University Heights Neighborhood 
Assoc. 
Jim Patterson, president  
952-2242 
jimrpatterson@gmail.com 
 
Marilyn Cathcart, vice president 
862-2644 
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com4
 
Barbara Chicherio, secretary 
727-8554 
chicherio@aol.com  
 
Mary Ann Gaston, treasurer  
725-7860 
magaston780@aol.com 
 
New to the neighborhood? 
Contact Diane Davenport  
863-5961 
dianedavenport046@gmail.com 
 
Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1 
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.com/ 
 
University Heights #1 website 
http://universityheightsonline.com/ 
 
Neighborhood tree management 
Judy Harmon 
heyjude6984@att.net 

(emergencies, call 314 863-6159) 
 

Fence Talk editor 
Myra Vandersall 
mvandersall@sbcglobal.net 
314-518-1451 

Update from your trustees 

Landscaping will be installed around police trailer site; 
more progress with our lawsuit 
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Fraud…continued from page 2 
But Laclede Gas has confirmed the marking for 
digging in front of the property of our concern 
appears to be FRAUD. Only Laclede Gas does such 
repairs, and THEY provide the service as part of 
regular billing. As a homeowner you are only 
responsible for the costs of gas repairs INSIDE the 
house and/or on your side of the meter, a cost for 
which HomeServe may insure (this is NOT an 
endorsement of their service). A Laclede Gas 
representative suggested it may be that some other 
entity is using HomeServe’s name to seek legitimate 
business doing repairs on your private property for 
which you are NOT responsible. Laclede Gas is 
investigating at our request. 
 
If you find the street and/or tree lawn in front of 
your property marked by DigRite and you get a 
notice from HomeServe, call Laclede Gas at 800-
342-0800 and the University City Police Department 
at 725-2211. 
 
If someone represents themselves as from Laclede 
Gas to do work on your property, we suggest you 
call Laclede for confirmation. Meanwhile, we will 
continue to seek to apprehend whoever is marking 
our streets and tree lawns. If you see anyone doing 
this, and determine it is not a legitimate 
representative of one of the utility companies or a 
contractor employed by you or the affected resident, 
please call the U. City Police and contact me, Mark 
Harvey, at 314-398-7485. 
 


