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Progressive party, luminaria celebrate
the Winter Solstice

universityheightsonline.com

What could be more cheering near the longest night of 
the year than the twinkling lights of the luminaria 

throughout the neighborhood? Our annual progressive par-
ty is held on Luminaria evening, Sunday, December 16. 
Residents stroll through our illuminated neighborhood and 
enjoy wine and appetizers at two homes in small groups 
before all coming together for dessert at City Hall. The 
progressive party is a wonderful way to meet neighbors and 
connect with old friends.
Here’s the schedule for the evening of December 16th:
5:30 – 6:30 PM:  Visit the first home
6:45 – 7:45 PM:   Visit the second home
8 – 9 PM:  Dessert at City Hall (first floor)
We need HOSTS to open their homes for the first two 
courses. The hosts provide some of the food and drink, but 
guests are also assigned to bring a contribution to one of 
the three courses. As always, the Association will provide 
some wine to the host houses. Guests are also welcome to 
bring a bottle of wine along with their appetizer or dessert.  
Please sign up by  Monday, December 10th if you plan to 
participate. Both hosts and guests should reply directly to 
Linda Ballard, linda.ballard@gmail.com, who is keeping 
track of the reservations. She will ac-
knowledge your email within a couple 
of days – if you don’t hear from her, 
please resend your email or give her 
a call at 863-8697 to be sure she has 
received your information.  PLEASE 
DO NOT REPLY ON NEXTDOOR 
OR TO THIS EMAIL but directly to 
Linda.  If you don’t use email, you 
can call Linda at 863-8697.

From HOSTS we need:
• Your name, email address, street address and tele-

phone number
• The number of guests you can accommodate and 

whether or not children are welcome
• Since hosts will also be guests for one of the courses 

and dessert, how many will be attending
From GUESTS we need the following information:  
• Your name, how many people are attending, and how 

many are children
• Your email address and telephone number  
 Couples, and their children, will be assigned together, but 
everyone else is assigned randomly. If you want to attend 
with a neighborhood friend, that’s fine, but we aren’t able 
to keep a large group of friends together or include people 
from outside the neighborhood unless they are your visi-
tors from out of town.
By Friday before the dinner, you will receive an email 
with the addresses of the two homes you will visit. You 
will be assigned to bring an appetizer course to one of the 
homes or a dessert to City Hall.

Please let Linda Ballard know if you 
haven’t heard received an email by 
Saturday morning, December 15. If you 
sign up and for some reason aren’t able 
to attend, please inform your host and 
Linda Ballard immediately.
We hope to hear from everyone as soon 
as possible. If you are unable to tell us by 
December 10 that you want to partic-
ipate, you may still attend the dessert 
course at City Hall, however, you will be 
expected to bring a dessert to share. We 
love homemade desserts! 
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The yearly annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
February 24, 2019, at the University City Library. The 

meeting kicks off at 2 p.m. This year’s speaker is Library 
Director Patrick Wall, who will discuss the library’s goals 
to bring new technology to all library patrons and the wider 
community. 
At the annual meeting you get two meetings for one. The 
neighborhood association will hold elections for new board 
members. Representatives from Dartmouth, Amherst and 
Princeton are urged to join the Board. The Association 
Board meets every month except July and plans the many 
social events our neighborhood enjoys. If you would like 
to be a board member, contact President Barb Chicherio at 
727-8554 or Vice President Marilyn Cathcart at 862-2644.

The second meeting is conducted by the University Heights 
trustees. At the annual meeting the trustees report on the 
situation of the subdivision, including highlights of the 
previous year, a complete financial reporting, and plans 
for the coming year. Should a resident wish to present a 

The annual meeting is coming. It’s not too soon to begin planning
proposition at the trustees’ meeting, here is a rundown of 
the procedures.

Your trustees are in the process of developing written rules 
for annual meetings based on the 1904 Indenture and later 
amendments to it, adding written common-sense operating 
procedures to ensure orderliness. Here is the process for 
propositions and for trustee elections:

A.  Each residential property owner has a vote in any 
business conducted, for each residential property owned. 
The trustees interpret a “residential property” to be a lot 
occupied by a residence. So, a vacant lot, with no resi-
dential building on it, is NOT a residential property. The 
indenture provides that if a residential building occupies 
more than one lot, the owner gets as many votes as there 
are built-out lots.

B.  Changes increasing restrictions of the indenture may 
be made by vote in annual meetings but must be approved 
by at least 51% of ALL residential property owners. 
The indenture provides that residential property owners 
may vote by proxy: i.e., may provide a signed statement 
authorizing the trustees or any specific person to vote on 
their behalf. A proxy must be submitted to a trustee at 
least 15 days prior to a scheduled annual meeting. For any 
business other than election of trustees, 51% of residential 
property owners present or represented by approved proxy 
constitutes the ‘quorum,’ NOT those present at an annual 
meeting and voting.  

C.  A desired decrease or elimination of any restriction 
may not be decided by vote alone, but only by an affir-
mative vote of at least 51% of the residential property 
owners present or by proxy, followed by submission of 
the affirmative vote to the Circuit Court for a ruling. If the 
Circuit Court rules affirmatively on behalf of the petition, 
it becomes an amendment to the indenture.

D.  Should any residential property owner seek a vote to 
change the indenture by increased or reduced restriction, 
or for any other business in an annual meeting, the propos-
al must be put in writing and submitted to a trustee no less 
than thirty days prior to the date of the annual meet-
ing. The trustees will place the item on the annual meeting 
agenda. The trustees have full and absolute authority to 
determine whether or not a submitted proposal is ‘consti-
tutional,’ that is, consistent with other articles and provi-
sions and the essential character of the indenture.

Festive luminaria brighten U. Heights 
Neighborhood

The U. Heights Neighborhood Association sponsors 
the luminaria sales. This year we have a venue 

change. Luminaria may be picked up at the home of 
Frank Castiglione, 6900 Cornell. Hours for sale 
and pick up are noon-4 p.m Saturday, December 15 and 
Sunday, December 16.
Pricing this year remains the same–5 luminaria (includes 
bag, sand and candle) for $5; 10 for $10; 15 for $15; and 
25 for $25. Association board members are offering  pre-
made sets. The pricing begins at a minimum of 10 for 
$10 and then in lots of 5 for $5.
What it takes
To-Do list for luminaria sales
–Buy 1,000 pounds of sand.
–Buy two cases of candles.
–Buy two bundles of 500 bags each.
–Deliver all to 720 Harvard to make the luminaria
–Round up volunteers to sell luminaria for two days.
 Would you like to be one of those volunteers? Contact 
Association Board President Barb Chicherio at 727-8554 
or Vice President Marilyn Cathcart at 862-2644. Many 
hands are needed to make this event a success.

(continued on page four)
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A distinguished dog with a nose for news–that’s Bruno in U. Heights
He’s low to the ground, carries a sharp pencil, and by 
his own account, is the most popular dog in U. Heights. 
Meet Bruno, the dog behind the FenceTalk cartoons. He’s 
a miniature dachshund and has the famous traits of his 
breed– the long, low silhouette, ever-alert expression, 
and bold, vivacious personality. Bruno lives on Yale 
Avenue with his human Naomi Lebowitz. Together the 
pair is seen on regular three times a day walks around the 
neighborhood.
“I was bred to hunt badgers, but now I am just too cute 
for hunting and spend my time visiting with my Mom. 
Did you know I have been invited into most every house 
on Yale Ave.? It’s true. We also like the 5 p.m. social hour 
on Yale, but now the days are dark and cold, so our social 
life is curtained for a while.”

Proud heritage
Bruno is very proud of his fore dogs. He thinks he might 
be Egyptian because his French mane is Techkel, a name 
found under a long dog on an ancient Egyptian tomb.
“My history is sooo distinguished,” he says. “Really 
famous people owned dachshunds, like Henry James 
(Max), Picasso (Lump), David Hockney (Stanley and 
(Boodgie) and Albert Pujolis (Hershey and Snickers). 

So you see, I am in famous company, including my Mom 
who is a famous author.”

More About Me
Bruno explains he came from a dachshund rescue place 
in Illinois. “I was the only miniature there among 10 
other doxies. The rescue lady looked at my new mom-
to-be and immediately chose me. My human didn’t even 
have a chance or a choice! So here I am on Yale Avenue 
and I enjoy being the protector and the cutest dog in the 
neighborhood.
“I’m nine years old and have been here for about two 
years. I must say, though, I am not the first dachshund in 
the Lebowitz household. I was preceded by four others, 
including Miss Marple, who was also a cartoonist and 
observed the neighborhood. If you ask me, she was a bit 
nosy but then, aren’t we all?” 
Unlike other dogs, Bruno says he loves cats. However, 
some cats don’t always love him back. (You know who 
you are!) He’ll stick to cartooning. 
Look for Bruno’s next cartoon coming soon. He has some 
interesting observations on football. 

Bruno’s Neighborhood Musings by Bruno and Naomi



Trustees 
Mark Harvey
314-398-7485
markcharvey@sbcglobal.net

Morton Hyman
314-727-2250
99mdhyman.z@gmail.com

Myra Vandersall 
314-518-1451
myravandersall@gmail.com

University Heights Neighborhood 
Association
Barb Chicherio, president 
314-727-8554
chicherio@aol.com

Marilyn Cathcart, vice president
314-862-2644
mj_cathcart@yahoo.com

Judy Gainer, secretary
314-721-6079
judithgainer@sbcglobal.net

Greg Phillips, treasurer 
314-550-3350
greg6983@hotmail.com

New to the neighborhood?
Contact Amanda Summer 
314-727-0339
amandasummer@aol.com

Join our online community on 
NextDoorUniversityHeights1
https://universityheights1.nextdoor.
com/

University Heights #1 website
http://universityheightsonline.com/

Neighborhood tree management
Judy Harmon
heyjude6984@att.net
(emergencies, call 314 863-6159)

Fence Talk editor
Myra Vandersall
314-518-1451
myravandersall@gmail.com

Who We Are

All Association Board meetings are at 7 pm, the 2nd Tuesday of each month. All residents are
welcome. December 11, Judy Gainer, 721Harvard; January 9, 2019, Barbara Chicherio, 720 Harvard; Sunday,
February 24, 2019 Annual Meeting. 2-4 p.m. at the U. City Library

             4

FenceTalk December 2018
Some of the news some of the time
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Since such determinations are of a legal nature, in all but 
the most obvious cases legal counsel will be sought. 

Election and Service of Trustees

The trustees are responsible for all affairs of the com-
mon property of the subdivision, and for defending the 
indenture. Trustees must be current residential property 
owners living in the subdivision. Exactly three trustees 
are elected, one at each even-year annual meeting, for 
six-year staggered terms. Should a trustee resign, die or 
fail to serve mid-term, the remaining two trustees are to 
appoint a replacement to serve until the next annual meet-
ing.  Should two trustees resign, die or fail to serve, the 
Neighborhood Association Board is to elect two trustees 
to serve until the next annual meeting. Should all three 
trustees resign, die or fail to serve the Circuit Court is 

to appoint three trustees to serve until the next annual 
meeting.

A 2006 amendment provided more procedure. The sitting 
trustees may nominate up to two persons and the Neigh-
borhood Association Board may nominate up to two per-
sons. We will have an election of one trustee at the 2019 
annual meeting, to complete the term of Eileen Pheiffer, 
who resigned in July 2018. The trustees appointed Myra 
Vandersall to serve the term through the 2019 annual 
meeting and will nominate her for election to complete 
the entire term. Trustee Morton Hyman’s seat will be up 
for election at the 2020 annual meeting. 

Should a property owner want to submit a proposal or 
change, please contact one of the trustees listed this page.

2019 annual meeting


